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SIR THOMAS CHARL TON. 


Lesr, Charlton, you ſhould be 
induced to put on ſackcloth and 
bewail the loſs of your old friend, 
Ihave retired with pen, ink and paper, 
by way of giving you to under: 
ſtand he is {till in the land of the 
vol. 1. N living 
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living, and ready to make any atone- 
ment whatever for his late behaviour; 


finding, on recollection, that I treated 


you with the greateſt diſreſpect, for 


which I crave your pardon—However 
I ſhould like to know what your dif- 


ferent conjectures were on finding the 


bird was flown—not into the air, but 
to the delectable incloſure of a fair 


- one's arms—and that no ſoul could 


give the leaft item which way he took. 
I confeſs it was treating you. with an 


inſult that calls aloud for retalia- 


tion, yet had I been certain my life 


muſt have paid the forfeit I ſhould 
have perſevered, for Love call'd to 
arms, and it wou'd have been high. 


treaſon againſt the majeſty of Venus. 


nor. 
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'LOKD VEKVIEDE. þ# 
not to have obeyed. I had ſome in- 
tention of making you acquainted 
with my deſign, but being fo very, 
very conſcientious, there is no poſ- 
fibility of inducing you to take part 
in a little harmleſs amuſement ; ſuch, 
for inſtance, as ſcaling a wall at mid- 
night to ſteal to a lady's chamber— 
ſetting fire to an old fellow's houſe by 


way of getting an opportunity to run 


off with his daughter—or knocking 
a jealous-pated huſband on the head 
who ſtood between your friend and 
his wiſhes. Nay, my dear Tommy, 


now, don't pour, for I had no ſuch 


diabolical intention; no, far be it 


from me—the employment I ſhould 
have given you wou'd have been of 
B 2 4 
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a far more tender nature, and ſuch, 
to judge from appearances, as you 

are excellently adapted for, it being 
neither more nor leſs than to have 

toyed with a fine, lively, ſoft, yield- 
ing wench—ſuch an armful but you | 
have no ſpirit !—dull as a beetle, by | 
Jupiter * Experience has open'd ' 
your eyes. and taught you to view ] 
things in their proper light”—Expe- 


rience has made you a fool, I believe, 


and but what the plague am I 
puzzling myſelf about your particu- ' 
larities for, when my own, affairs are 1 
of ſuch a pleaſing nature, that I 5 
could dwell on them for ever, there- | 
fore I ſhall defer giving any farcher 

adviſe until another opportunity. 
\ You 


4 
4 tl DERVILEE, © 
You are ſenſible I was ever of too 
liberal a diſpoſition to hoard up my 
pleaſures, but always endeavoured to 
make my friends partakers with me; 
or rather, as your wiſe noddle terms 
it, too great a fool to keep my own 
ſecrets—no matter, I ſhall proceed 
becauſe I know you to be ſecret as 
the grave, not as Frankly obſerves 
with a tomb-ſtone upon it, to 
„* tell every one whoſe duſt it car- 
ties, » but from poſſeſſing too high 
principles of honour to betray the 
ſacred truſt of friendſhip yet ſhould 
there ariſe any particular inclination 
in that prolific brain of yours to 
publiſh the truſt I repoſe, I'd have 
you recollect there are ſuch things to 
B 3 be 
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'be had as piſtols—and piſtol you I 
will you may depend on it. 


Being much better acquainted in 
the Marnsdown family than J Te is 
needleſs to attempt a deſcription of 
the goddeſs of my adoration, for, not- 
withſtanding that contracted brow of 
your's, I at preſent pay homage at 
the ſhrine of the joy-inſpiring Hen- 
rietta — I frequently viſited at her 
_ couſin Townfend's during her ſtay in 
town, and as ſhe was a fine girl could 
not refrain from taking a few liberties, 
which from their favourable reception 
ſoon put us on very familiar terms— 
in ſhort, I grew fond and ſhe loving, 
but it was very ſeldom we could get 

by 
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LORD DZRVILLE, 7 
by ourſelves, nor even then were we 
ſuffered to remain ſo more than a few 
minutes, her little vixen of a couſin 
being continually at our heels. 
whe 
As I am not apt to be idle in theſe 
caſes I found ſufficient opportunity 
to inform her of the flame ſhe had 


inſpird me with, and after a little 


flattery and perſuaſion gained her con- 


ſent to take a trip to ſome ſnug re- 
treat where we might enjoy the plea- 
ſure of each other's company ſecure 


from interruption Indeed I cannot 


ſay I found it any difficult matter, 


for ſhe was altogether as ready as I 
willing — theſe are the girls, Tom, 


that I look on as lawful prizes, and 


B 4 ; although 
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although I may be ſubjected to the 


ſtigma of libertine, and a fellow deſ- 
titute of principle, yet, by Heaven, 
I ſhould be as tenacious of leading 
the truly virtuous girl into the path 
of Vice as &er a ſentimental coxcomb 
upon earth—but when a woman takes 
every method to attract your notice, 
andeven anticipates your wiſhes, with 


what propriety can you accule the 


man as the cauſe of her ruin l have 
a ſiſter, and never did brother love 
with truer affection, yet was I to find 
her miſtreſs of any of theſe wanton 


airs, however my feelings might be 


hurt and my konour affected, I ſhould 


look on her gallant as a perſon that 


was merely her aſſiſtant in entailing 


diſgrace 


— OT". — 
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diſgrace on the family—Thus much 


you may naturally be led to imagine 


J have wrote as an excuſe for my pre- 


ſent amour, which I in part deny, 


as they always were the fixed ſenti- 
ments of my heart, and although TI 
found Miſs Marnsdown as warm as 
the moſt extravagant wiſhes could 
deſire, I ſtill hold myſelf bound to 
anſwer all demands for ſatisfaction 
that may be made by any of. her 
kindred. 


The day I gave you the. {lip was 


the time appointed for my taking her 


off, having prepared for ſome time 


back a retired little box for our re- 


ception, and where I am now enjoy- 


ing 
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ing all the ſweets the poſſeſſion of a 
lovely woman can give—Our plot 
met with many interruptions before 
we could bring it rightly to bear, 
being obliged to act with the greateſt 
: precaution by way of preventing Mis 
Townſend from having any ſuſpicion 
of our intentions, yet in ſpigbt of 
all our vigilence, I thought I ſhould 
have been obliged to get ſome friend 
to do her a good-natured turn, that 
by having concerns of her own there 
might be an end to her curioſity of 
prying into ours — I ſhould have 
applied to you for that piece of 
ſervice but concluded I ſhould have a 
lecture, inſtead of aſſiſtance, therefore 
wrote to my old acquaintance Bry- 
done 
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done, but plague on the fellow I 
have never heard from him ſince—he, 
I ſuppoſe, has got ſome intrigue of 
his own in hand, otherwiſe, I am cer- 
tain, he would have ſnapt at the bait; 
unleſs he has been ſtar-gazing too and 
met with ſome meteor whole power 
has influenced him to become as wiſe 
and good as a certain perſon already 
mentioned At is moſt unaccountable 
that thoſe very objects which induce 
me to run into every extravagance 
ſhould convert the reſt of mankind to 
ſobriety it will be my turn by and 
bye-all in good time, and as I have 
not began my reformation ſo ſoon, 
| why I'll repent ſo much the faſter, 
by which means I think I ſhall be able 

to 
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to overtake you before you reach your 
journey's end. 


My meeting with his Grace of G. 
and you at Bath was rather unlucky, 
as my ſole intention of going there, 
(not having the leaſt idea of the races) 
was, that my arrival might be an- 
nounced in the news-papers, and from 
being heard of in that quarter pre- 
vent all enquiries reſpecting what was 
become of me I was ſo chagrined at 
having my ſcheme defeated, together 
with being partly obliged to appear 
mightily delighted with the rencoun- 
ter, though with all my ſoul I wiſhed 
you both a thouſand miles off, that 
for the life of me I could not form 


any 
\ 
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any excuſe to get away, and the 
time drawing near that J had ap- 
pointed to meet the lady, I thought it 
much better to decamp without any 
apology than that awkward one 1 
moſt certainly ſhould have made— 
but by this time I reckon my unman- 
nerly departure is almoſt forgot and 
only enrolled in the long liſt of my 
whimficalities—if I am right, and you 
can ſo far overlook the offence as to 
inform me how his grace behaved on 
my diſappearance, I ſhall eſteem it 
an additional proof of your friend- 


| ſhip, as I ſhall then be able to judge 
what kind of reception I may expect 


when next we meet—indeed, to ſay 
the truth, I am under very little ap- 
prehenſion 


* 


en 
prehenſion on his account, as the 
buſineſs of the turf, to which he has 
become a mere ſlave, has often pre- 
vented him from taking notice of - 
things that were of much greater con- 


fequence. 


My quitting the ſcene. of action 
after he had taken ſuch pains to give 
me ſome reliſn for the approaching 
fport, will only be attributed to my 
want of taſte Such an evening's en- 
eertainment !—to let you into a ſecret 
had not my thoughts been employed 
on my intended eſcape I never could 
have ſtood it for, as it was, he almoſt 
drove me crazy with his bay fillies, 
brown _ black horſes and brood 


mares 
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cw I had ſtaid I ſhould 
have been almoſt fearful of re- 
maining on the courſe during the 
ſweepſtakes between his Flyaway, 


General Spencer's Silver-tail, and Sir 


John Mad's White-legs, leaſt ſome 


diſmal conſequence would have been 


produced by a diſappointment, for he 
had ſet his heart ſo much on the glory 
of gaining the victory, that I, per- 
haps, being neareſt in blood, might 


have ſuffered for poor Flyaways in- 


capacity. 


There muſt be ſomething very in- 


fatuating in horſe racing that I cannot 


find out, or its followers would never 


Put themſelves to ſuch an enormous 
expence 


renn a 
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16 MEMOIRS OP 
expence and trouble in breeding and 


training thoſe noble animals merely 


to experience the moſt dreadful un- 
certainty, by riſking their whole ſub- 
| ſtance on the fleetneſs of the beaſt, 


and the much to be ſuſpected honeſty 
of the groom—but as our chief hap- 
pineſs depends in the enjoyment and 
poſſeſſion of thole pleaſures we moſt 
admire, I ſhall not attempt to caſt 
a ſingle invective againſt the pro- 


priety of his proceedings, while he 


ſuffers thoſe to paſs unheeded which 


are the life and ſoul of your 


DERVILLE, 


LET- 


LORD DER VILLE. 7/7 


LETTER II. 


CAPTAIN BREY WONEK 


1 
LG RD LY 


My Lord, 
Ho WE VER neglectful I may ap- 


pear for not obeying your laſt ſum- 
mons, it will be inconſiſtent with: 
your uſual lenity to ſuppoſe me capa- 
ble of ſlighting the honour of your 
friendſhip, or ever forgeting the nu- 
merous favours that you have conti- 
nually heap'd upon me From the 
commencement of our intimacy at 
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college to this moment have I found 
you the ſteady guardian of my in- 
tereſt—watchful to place me in the 
line of promotion, and ever ready to 
exert your influence in my favour; 
was I not therefore fully acquainted- 
with the generous ſentiments of my 
patron I ſhould almoſt think it need- 
leſs, after ſuch a flagrant treſpaſs of 
gratitude, to attempt a palliation of 
this apparent: diſref] peR,. but from 
the experience I have had of your 
partiality I flatter myſelf I ſhall ſtill 
be forgiven—eſpecially when you are 


Informed that the whole of my inat- 


tention was occaſioned by an © earth- 
e treading ſtar that makes dim hea- 
ven's light! Beauty caught my 

ſoul: 
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foul and rendered me incapable of | 


attending aught beſide—Beauty, that 
powerful loadſtone which neither of 
us ever had power to repel—yet, in 
my opinion, we have reaped. as much 
advantage by our non-reſiſtance as if 
we had acted with all the ſpirit of op- 
poſition; for by quietly ſubmitting 
to its power the influence of one has 
been leſſened by the attraftion of an- 
other, and although we have not poſ- 


ſeſſed the bleſſings of freedom, we 
have at leaſt enjoyed the e pleaſures of 


variety. „ 


Few, I believe, very few, are more 


eautious of ſtumbling in theſe ſnares 
than myſelf—and yet, notwithſtand- 
C4 ing 


Eo 
1 


j 
1 
i 
N 
' 


1 
1 ——̃ —QD—L—[) — — — — . 


20 MEMOIRS” Or 

ing my being one of the worſt qualified 
to withſtand temptation, am I always 
blundering in the way of it but the 
fact is, the generality of country 
wenches are ſo confoundedly fond of 


a cockade and red- coat that we, who 
wear them, run the hazard of being 
raviſh'd in every. town we enter 1 
confeſs that is not the caſe with my 
preſent enamorata, for ſhe is vaſtly 
thy and modeſt, with a thouſand other 
ſtrange whims, but to counterbalance 
| all ſhe's as lovely a piece of. fleſh and 
[| blood as it is poſſible for the moſt 


extravagant imagination to create. 


| Now it is moſt confoundedly vex- 
atious that, at a time, when a whole 
ſtring 
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ſtring of ſoft, tender, delicate crea- 
tures are ſighing, ſpreading their lures 
and -ſetting their caps at me, that I 
fhould be ſuch an arrant-coxcomb to 
ſuffer myſelf to be captivated by a 
cold, unfeeling ——T mult not wrong 
her either, for here was a young fel- 
tow, one of the dull, ſtupid, lover- 
kind of gentlemen, one day on a 
viſit, and if I have any ſkill in the. 
eyes, I obſerved his ſemimental non | 
tenſe occaſion her little ſparklers to 
ſpeak a language not very encouraghly 


to my wiſhes. 


have ſo long been the favourite 
of. ſucceſs, with reſpect to the fair- 
ſex, that I find it impoſſible to give 
C 2 over 
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over the purſuit, and as there is every 
reaſon to think ſhe can love—why 
not me as well as another I'll try 
however My perſon is ſufficient ts 
attract the notice of any woman— 
vanity, you will ſay—well, be it ſo— 
and I hold vanity, in ſome caſes, to 
be one of the greateſt bleſſings we can 
poſſeſs; for while a man purſues any 
point, ſecure, in his own. opinion, of 
gaining the end, he proceeds with 
double ſpirit, without dread or anx- 
iety, and although the diſappoint- 
ment, ſhould it prove contrary to his 
expectations, may be greater, yet -I 
-aver that that very ſecurity gave him 
ten times the chance of accompliſn- 


ing his deſign, 


i ]Tlike- 
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TT likewiſe think, another addition 


to my vanity, that I am a competent 


maſter of that ſelf-ſufficient nothing- 
neſs with which females in general 
are ſo eaſy caught — conſiſting prin- 
cipally in a volubility of expreſſion, 
without any great neceſſity for one 
ſingle word of ſenſe—condeſcenſion 
ſufficient to ſacrifice what little judg- 
ment you may be maſter of to their 
imaginary circumſpection and flat- 
tery to extol every mother's daughter, 


no matter how ugly or ignorant, for 


her beauty and underſtanding—to all 
which moſt deſireable qualifications 
you may ſuppoſe me capable, from 
the frequency of being in their com- 
. pany, to deal out ſcandal, over a 

| „ cup 
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cup of tea, with e' er a diſappointed 


old maid in the kingdom. 


'Thus accoutered for a female cam- 


paign what ſhould deter me from 


taking the field ? or what grounds 


have I for deſpairing of ſucceſs ?— 


none — let me then once find the 
clue to her diſpolition and PII vary 
ſhapes with Protheus but what I'II 


attain a free paſſage to her heart— 
She 1s worth ſome trouble, therefore 


it would be quite unpardonable, in 


one of my ſtamp, to let a mere ſhadow 


ſcare me from ſo valuable a prize 
Beſides, I ſhall receive more ſatis- 


faction in bringing one of theſe high- 


fown damiels into.the common road, 


for 


LORD VERKELETE. Bs 


for they muſt undoubtedly imagine 


themſelves to be of ſome ſuperior 
order, than I ſhould in the poſſeſſion 
of twenty of thoſe ſenſible girls, who, 
conſcious of their weakneſs, are ever. 


ready to meet you half-way, and by 


that means prevent your having the 
neceſſity of forcing them to what in 
in their hearts they all long for. 


* 


For ſome time I danced attendance 


with very little proſpect of ſucceſs; 
nay, was obliged to put twenty dif- 


ferent ſchemes in practice before 1 


could obtain admittance in the family; 


that point I have now accompliſhed, 
.and every new difaculty which may 


«ariſe will only ſerve as an emulative 
to 
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26 M EMO IRS OF 
to induce me to purſue this ſhy little 
angel with redoubled vigor. 


he firſt time I ſaw her was at 
the aſſembly, and no contemptible 
zone, I aſſure you there being a num- 
ber of fine women, conſidering the 
ze of the place — I had not been 
many minutes in the room before 1 
..caſt my eye on a young lady, who I 
thought deſerving all the attention it 
was my power to give, and accord- 
ingly ſolicited the favour of her hand 
for the evening; to which ſhe partly 
; conſented—there is certainly a plea- 
ſure in dancing with the handſomeſt 
woman in company, and this I now 
thought myſelf pretty ſure of, when, 

| Juſt 


ORD DERVILLE. 27 
-zuſt before the ball' began, the an- 
gelic Lucy entered her appearance 
drew the attention of the whole room; 
and, by Jove, I never was half ſo far 
gone by a ſingle glance in my life 
her ſteps were accompanied with a 
peculiar grace, a delicate ſimplicity 
appeared in her whole form, and her 
open countenance was fully expreſſive 
of the moſt engaging ſenſibility. 


From being ſo immediately ſtruck 
with her perſon you may eaſily ima- 
gine I was not a little chagrined at 
having been in ſuch a hurry. to en- 
gage myſelf ; eſpecially as I did not 
perceive a ſingle gallant to be of their 
party. 15 

What 
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What was to be done ?—I could 
not bear the idea of loſing the hap- 
pineſs, which I inſtantly pictured to 
myſelf I ſhould receive by dancing 
with her- nor, on the other hand, 
could I attempt leaving the young 
lady, who 1 had already engaged, 
without the greateſt impoliteneſs — 
but, altho' a ſoldier, having an utter 
averſion to monarchial governments, 
and looking on Complaiſance, at that 
moment, as a petty tyrant, I reſolved 
to throw off allegiance and ſubmit to 
the agreeable ſway of Inclination— 
whereupon, making ſome unintelli- 
gible apology, I ſhifted my quarters, 
and approached the beautiful ſtranger 


with all that confidence which we ſons 
| of 
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Mars in a tolerable degree poſſeſs— 
judge then wliat was my diſappoint- 
ment at my freedom being received 
with a frown, and that my requeſt 
fhould be peremptorily rejected -I 
attempted to take her hand, in hopes 
of convincing her ſhe was inſenſible 
of the honour ſhe had refuſed, but 
that was not allowed—for wheeting: 
to the right, ſhe march'd off, leaving 
me moſt curſedly nettled at my de- 
feat I was now in a bleſſed dilem- 
 ma—had 1 quitted the room, or even 
ſtaid and not been able to have got 
a decent partner, I ſhould experienced 
the wit of all the red. coats in town; 
nor could I think of returning to the 
lady whom I had ſo egregiouſty of- 

tended: 
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ſended without expecting ſome re- 


taliation, and a ſecond repulſe wax 
what I had no great inclination to ex 


perience—beſides: I could not keep 
my eyes. from this lovely enchantreſs, 
and perceiving a lady with her to 
whom ſhe appeared to pay great at- 
tention and reſpect, Lthought it would 
be no impolitic ſcheme to attack her, 
when if I found ſhe had any influence 
F might. endeavour to get it exerted 
in my favour—placing myſelf there- 
fore cloſe behindiher, I ſoon obſerv'd 
ſhe was not a little proud of her au- 
thority—whenever the ſweet girl was 
applied to for her hand, ſhe refered 
to the other for her approbation, 
which J had the ſatisfaction to hear 
repeat- 


* 
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repeatedly refuſed though I was in 


eold ſweat every time leaſt ſhe ſhould. 


give her conſent before I had an op- 
portunity to try my generalſhip— 
however, getting by her fide I be- 
gan to conceive ſome hopes, but 
found I ſhould be obliged to act with: 
the greateſt precaution. 


| Before I proceed any farther I muſt 
inform you, that this lady, who is. 


about forty, has been married ſix or 
ſeven months to the father of Miſs 
Lucy, vicar of S, a village near 
two miles from this town; ſhe was: 
the widow of a plodding old farmer, 


in the neighbourhood, who left her 


a large fortune, on which the ſenſible 
divine 
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divine caſting an eye, conceived: it: 
would be a pretty additional tythe 


to his living, paid his devoirs to her 


and they ſoon became one—her youth 
was entirely ſpent in a farm houſe,. 
where milking of cows and making 
butter were her chief employments 5 
no wonder then if ſhe appears awk-- 
ward 1n a polite circle; and notwith- 


ſanding ſhe might have been a very. 


reſpectable character, when in her: 
original line, yet now her attempts at. 
gentility frequently render her. an 


object of ridicule. 


But to return] ſoon got into diſ- 
courſe with her, and atter chatting a 
little on ſome immaterial. ſubject, I 

5 took. 
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took an opportunity to expreſs a Kind 
of ſurpriſe at her not being engaged 
in the ball. | 


«© Why, to be ſure, Sir, (returned 


< the divine's rib) I am very ſeldom 
idle. in theſe here places likes to 
foot it vaſtly but I don't know 


* 


* 


how it is, ſomehow or other, I am 
very lazy to night—yet it is a mor- 
tal ſhame though that ſuch a ſmart 
„% young gentleman, as you, ſhould 
ſtand idle while ſo many ladies want 
partners. 


6 


* 


. 
* „ 
A 


Very true, madam ;- but having, 


as I may very juſtly term it, the 
* misfortune to be an entire ſtranger, 
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S. ſince. you. refuſe.“ 
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«together with being no proficient 
in the art, I was fearful I might 
meet with a partner as wanting as 
* myſelf could your ladyſhip, whoſe 
4 ſuperior abilities would ſufficiently 
<« atone-to. the company for my inca- 


city, condeſcend to favour me with: 


your hand, I ſhall be proud of 
< the honour, and happy to partake: | 
4 of the diverſion.” 


O dear, Sir'!—I—Iyou. muſt. 


© Perhaps, madam, by your inter. 


< ceſſion, that young lady might be 


4 prevailed on to do. me the-favour 


- 
- 


3 Les, 


/ 
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-« Yes, certainly, Sir Lucy don't 
ec you hear what the gentleman ſays ? 
„Sure you know how to behave, 
„% child !”” 


Madam, I 2: was all ſhe 


could utter—her embarraſsment, I 


ſuppoſe, came from recollecting the 


manner in which I had before accoſted 


her—let the cauſe be what it would 
this was the time to puſh my fortune; 
without waiting ker recovery I aroſe 
and taking her half-withdrawn hand 
lead her out, at the ſame time-.al- 
ſuring her if ſhe was pre- engaged, or 
that any gentieman ſhould come in 


whom ſhe had any deſire to. oblige, I 


would immediately reſign: whatever 
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regret I might EE by ad ac 
quieſcence. 
Thus gained 1 the point I wiſhed, 
and had frequently the ecſtaſy of 
preſſing one of the fineſt — in 
the univerſe : 1 903 54 | 
80 ſoft, ſouls fink into it, and are loſt. 
Yet, in defiance of all my aſſiduities, 
ſhe maintained the moſt diſtant re- 
ſerve the whole evening, nor could I 
draw her to the leaſt familiarity—and, 
as if ſome devil was reſoly'd I ſhould 
not, ſhe very TP expreſſed a wiſh 
to retire. 


<. 


After ſhe was gone afl my endea- 


vours to put her out of my head were 


© 


% 
k 
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tono-purpoſe; therefore, leaſt T might 
make myſelf appear ridiculous, I re- 
ſolved to go to my lodgings and 
form ſome plan that would introduce 
me to her acquaintance—No ſooner 
at home than I recollected that I had 
not made the leaft enquiry who, or 
what ſhe was, or where to be found 
My firſt employment, in the morn- 
ing, was to get that intelligence; 
which having ebtain'd I reſolved to 
Pay them a vifit—this I did a few 
mornings after, but to no purpoſe— 
the old lady was from home, and the 
young one, being ſlightly indiſpoſed 


begg'd to be excus'd after calling 


: 
| 
' 


. ſeveral. times, and meeting with an- 
{wers to pretty near the ſame effect, 
D 2 | I de- 
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1 deſpair'd of getting into her com- 
pany various were the methods 1 
tried to fall in her way, without the 
leaſt ſucceſs—at laſt I bethought of 
attacking the vicar—him I ſoon met 
with, and being a tolerable facetious. 
old fellow, after having been in his 
company three or four times, in which 
I took no little pains to render myſelf 
agreeable, I had the good fortune 
to be invited to dine with him—I 
went, you may be ſure—found the 
ladies at home—renew'd my acquain- 
. tance, which wWas tolerably well re- 
ceived by one, though not over and 
above cordially. by the other—From 
this introduction, however, I have 
the privilege of calling at pleaſure, 
= Xt 
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but, as yet, have no reaſon to boaſt, 
for the little plague is ſo very tacit 


that there is no bringing her to be 
more than diſtantly polite. 


Now, my Lord, having given you 

a faithful detail of what has detain'd 

me from accepting your kind invita- 

tion, which I flatter myſelf you will 

acknowledge to be a ſufficient excuſe, 

I have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
your Lordſhip's 


moſt obedient, 


© «humble ſervant, 


-FRANK BRYDON E. 


J. E T. 


** 
7 
$ 
: 
7 
4 
; 


49 MEMOIRS or 


«a 


LETTER ut. 


SIR THOMAS ein _ Ng 


* * + 4 
T2 C2348, V 


. ; a wi þ is * . 
> . F +\ ? £ q 1 "$a be ”y 
- 43 5 >; 8 i * 
r 
; ; CI & 1: 64 F 
: - fd 4% x s #4 * Tot | * 3 s : 0 * ©. 
oy Wn > " SE. 1 * „ 


Groxck! George! q 8 what 
a labyrinth of wretchedneſs will thy 


headſtrong 3 mo thee 8 


1111408 


by thus een 1 the leaſt 
check, the extravagant bent of your 


wild inclinations, that. inſtead of the 


blooming roſe of. Content, you. have 


been cheriſhing, che fanged. thorn of 


Mifery—a thorn that vill. probe your 


* Very 
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very ſoul !—nay, even the plenteous 


harveſt of luxurious pleaſures which 
you now boaſt you are reaping will 
ſoon loſe their endearing ſweets — 


| your laſcivious appetite will be pall'd, 


and then, inſtead of being happy at 
the ſucceſs of your intrigues, you 
will view the object with pity, and 


your own. actions wich e and 


averſion ! 1 


From theſe conſiderations, and there 


being no probability, in my opinion, 


that your preſent happineſs, as you 
are pleas'd to term it, can be of any 
long duration, let me entreat you to 
reflect, but for a moment, on the 


_ _guulty. pleaſures you are in purſuit 


f 


} 

: 
4 
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of the iniquity in which you live, 
for ſeducing a girl into the path of 
wretchedneſs and horror is not leſs 
criminal becauſe it is become faſnion- 
able the miſery you have entail'd on 


a once happy family, by this laſt act 


of brutality, and when you once per- 


.ceive them in their true colours, I 


have too great an opinion of your 
ſenſibility to think it poſſible for 
you to remain any longer in that path 


of infamy into which you have ſo 
Precipitately ruſh'd. 


Yet what reparation can ever be 


made to the lovely, unſuſpecting, 
- Henrietta, for that innocence which, 


by baſely taking advantage of her in- 
experience, 
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experience, you have ſo treacherouſly 


robb'd her of? I know your high 


ſoul will ſtart aghaſt at the thought 
of marrying the woman you have poſ- 


ſeſs'd—what then, when, from various 


cauſes, you may think proper to-caſt 


her off, 1s to become of her 26 Mich 


cauſe ſhe was of a ſprightly diſpo- 


ſition, and not being miſtreſs of ſuf- 


ficient art to diſguiſe her partiality 


for a fellow, whoſe agreeable ap- 


pearance might render him a formi- 


dable enemy to the moſt cautious fair, 


you muſt trample on all laws of 


humanity and think her deſtruction a 


lawful prize !— how could ſuch an 


- unmanly ſentiment procure admiſſion 


An thy once eu breaſt? 


© I always 


| 
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I aiways knew-thee-for a-libertine, 
but never-could have ſuſpected Lord 
Derville of ſeeking opportunities to 


ruin the unwary !—You ſcorn to ſe- 


duce the truly virtuous maid !—where 
can we expect to meet with virtue if 


it is a ſtranger in the family of the 
Marnsdown's ?—the old lady has ever 


been reſpected as an exemplary parent, 
for that care and attention ſhe has al- 


ways paid to the education of her 


daughters what then muſt be her 
- anxiety, her diſtreſs, when ſhe finds 


thoſe precepts, which ſhe has been for 
years endeavouring to inculcate in the 
miads of her offspring, poiſoned and 
deſtroyed by the inſinuating- addreſs 
of a too accompliſned profligate? 
As 


F 
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As I am not unacquainted with the 


fertility of your brain, and the pro- 


bability there is of ſucceſs when you 
are fully bent on any deſign, let me 
requeſt you to employ that ingenuity 
for once in a generous deceitreſtore, 
I may ſzy,. the wretched Henrietta to 
her diſconſolate friends and, in the 
reſcoration, ændeavour to form ſome 
plauſible excuſe for her elopement 
by which means, though you cannot 
return her pure and unſpotted, yet, 

by ſaving appearances, it may give 

Her à juſt ſenſe of the indiſcretion. 
and from an early repentance of her 

folly ſhe may ſtill hecome a valuable 
acquiſition to ſociety—In complying 
with this you will, perhaps, fave her 


from 
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from that life of proſtitution which 
too many unhappy females plunge 
into when once forſaken by their un- 
generous ſeducers—I urge not that 
it is done from any vicious inclina- 
tion—on the contrary, I believe it 
frequently ariſes from a conſciouſneſs 
of their guilt and the contempt they: 
are moſt likely to be treated with by 
their acquaintance, and am certain 
that the feeling mind can bear a thou- 
ſand injuries, with leſs regret, from the 
uncharitable ſtranger, than a ſingle 
mark of diſdain from that perfon they 
once call'd friend—However 1 may. 
be attach'd to the ſofter part of the 


creation, I confeſs F have met with: 


very few but what, in ſuch. caſes, 
1ſcandab 
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ſcandal has been their chief charac- 
teriſtic and have heard them exult, 
with as much glee, over an unhappy: 
Frail one, as the rapacious- hounds at: 
the moans of a fallen deer—Miſs- 
Seldown,. indeed, is a living example 
that pity is not totally eradicated 
from the female breaſt—I have fre- 
quently beheld the ſympathetic tear 
_ ſteal from her lovely eye, while her 
callous companions have been caſt ing 
the blackeft inſinuations on the cre- 
dulity cf their ſex From my ſpeak-- 
ing of her in this manner I know yow 


will perſiſt in your old aſſertion; that 


Jam caught, and as a lover may be al- 


low'd to exaggerate but I tell you, 


George, you- are quite miſtaken—E 


honour: 
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honour, reſpect and eſteem, nay think 
her as amiable as any of her lex yet 
does it neceſſarily follow that I muſt 
give her the preference to all? not- 
withſtanding your boaſted experience 
you are totally ignorant of the pleaſures 
ariſing from an intercourſe with a vir- 


tuous mind more heart: felt ſatisfac- 


tion have I known by converſing with 


Miſs Johnſon, though I never beheld 
ber but as I might a ſiſter, than ever 
you felt even in the height of your 
tranſports I have but juſt returned 
from making a round to viſit her, 


the old gentleman at the requeſt of 


kis own wife, having taken her from 


our neighbourhood, which was the rea- 
ſon of my not anſwering your's before. 
I am 


* 


SB 
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I am ſorry you did not 8 your 
intention of applying to me for aſ- 
ſiſtance, as I ſhouid moſt undoubt- 
edly have thrown ſome barriers in 
your way, with a view of preventing 


the miſchief that has accrued. 


Although we could not in any 
ſhape account for your ſudden diſap- 


pearatice, yet our ſurpriſe was greatly 


leſſened by recollecting Lord Derville 


was the ſubject. — When we mcon- 


tioned it to his Grace he only ſaid you 
was an inconſiderate blockhead and 
might go to the devil your own way ; 
for his part he had ſomething more 


mater1al to think of, and {ſhould not 


concern himſelf ahout the matter. 


The 
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The day being remarkable fine 
there appeared a great number of 
people, of all degrees and denomina- 
tions, very early on the courſe—they 
mixed together without the leaſt diſ- 
tition—from royal blood down to 
the boot-catcher — from the artful 
knave, deſtitute of a ſingle ſhilling, to 
the unwary ſtrippling, fluſh with his 
patrimony—but as meetings of this 
kind are become fo general I ſhall not 
attempt their reformation, nor con- 
cern myſelf with their impropriety 
After the plate was decided came 
on the ſweepſtakes that you ſo much 
apprehended the conſequences of ; 
and, I ſuppoſe, you need not now be 


+ inform'd that General Spencer's Mar- 


all 
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all almoſt diſtanced the other two 
It would be impoſſible for any coun- 
tenance more fully to expreſs the 
ſituation of the mind than did his 
grace of G. 's during the race. 


ö On perceiving his hopes, of which he 
had imbibed a ſufficiency, entirely 
cruſh'd, I am certain he felt a per- 


tubration much eaſier for you to 


Imagine than me to deicribe — and 


without taking the leaſt notice left 


the courſe immediately. 


I waited on him in the evening 
when he behaved with all the extra- 


vagance of a madman, ſwearing he 


had been jocky*'d—that Flyaway was 


E 2 capable 
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capable of beating, for a three mile 
heat, any horſe in the kingdom, and 
that his blackguard rider muſt have 


loſt on purpoſe. 


I wiſh*d for you to be on the ſpot, as 
I know thy wit muſt have been exer- 
ciſed on the occaſion ; and that, in all 


probability, might have induced his 


lordſhip to verify your apprehen- 


ſions, in letting you feel the effects 
of his diſappointment, and would to 


heaven that had been the cafe rather 


than your having an opportunity to 


commit an act that will ever be held 


in the higheſt dete tation by 


THOMAS CHARLTON. 
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Frank, 


As my deſigns were not fruſtrated 


by the want of thy aſſiſtance, I ſhall 
the more ready put up with your ex- 
cuſe though, beauty being the object 
of purſuit, you would have found the 
advantage in complying with my re- 
queſt, as I meanr to give; vou an op— 
portunity of gaining one, who, I dare 


venture a round ſum, in point of at- 
E 3 traction, 
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traction, is equal to your preſent 


inamorata, without being obliged to 


render yourſelf ridiculous. 


How 1s 1t poſſible that a fellow of 


your ſpirit can run dangling after a 


girl who will not allow the leaſt en- 
couragement ? nay, ſhuns all inter- 
courſe and viſibly gives the preference 
to another—at leaſt her little ſparklers 
tell you ſo—The harder the conqueſt 
the more glory in attaining it may be 
very good doctrine for a ſoldjer—but 
if an equal prize could be gained 


with leſs hazard, I know which path 
I ſhould take beſides, it is not doing 


as you would be done by—In attempt- 
Ing to interrupt the never- to- be- diſ- 
ſolved 


i 


. i 
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ſol ved connection of two ſuch harm- 


leſs doves, as you repreſent her and 


her poor dear ſwain, will be a cruelty 


of the moſt unparalleled nature. 


I ſhall never believe but what 
Cupid has been raiſing a miſt and 
intoxicated your ſenſes with ſome 
imaginary divinity—a country par- 
ſon's daughter, bred in an almoſt un- 
known village, to poſſeſs all thoſe 
graces, impoſſible!—you are certainly 
out of your wits, and if I do not 
hear of an amendment, by the next 
poſt, I'll have you conſin'd and try 
the effects of a ſtrait waiſtcoat But, 


ſeriouſly, if this Lucy 1s that amiable 


girl you have pictur'd, ſeck not to 
4 make 
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her miſerable, even for your own 
ſake for, believe me, while you 1ma- 
gine her to be prepoſſeſs'd in favour 


of another, it will caſt a damp upon 


all the joys ſhe can ever bring — 


therefore, by employing any art to 
ſeduce her to your purpoſe, it will 
only be endeavouring to render her 
wretched and yourſelf diſſatisfied.— 
Where can be the utility of taking 
all this pains and invention to entice 


one of theſe ſentimental mortals into 


the road of pleaſure, while there are 


numbers, by your own account, ready 


to leap into your arms ?—was you ſen- 


ſible of the ſuperiority of thoſe plea- 


ſures which are deriv'd from a girl 
U 


who makes you her choice you would 


. 


drop 
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drop all thoughts of this fair en- 


chantreſs without a ſigh. 


Do not imagine I ſpeak from theory 
alone, for I ain, at this moment, in 
actual prafttice—retir'd from the cares 
of the buſy world, with one of the 
ſweeteſt creatures that ever grac'd 
mortality leaſures ſucceed pleaſures 
in a never- ceaſing round—how ſhould 
it be otherwiſe when TI always find 
her“ warm, tender, full of wiſhes.” 
To be ſure ſhe is a little fiery now 
and then, but as I pay no great at- 
tention 1t ſoon blows over, a gentle 


ſhower ſucceeds, the clouds diſperſe, 


and in a few moments we are as good 


tricnds as ever, 


] can 
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1 admire the excellent opinion 
you have inculcated of your own 
qualifications—to be ſure the ſucceſs 
you have experienced among the ladies 
might make any man vain yet, Frank, 
allowing you to be a remarkable fine 
figure, which receives no little addi- 


tion from being dreſs'd en militaire, 
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with an inſinuating addreſs that one 
would imagine ſufficient to enveigle 


yourſelf into the good graces of the 
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rankeſt prude, there are thouſands of 


—— — — 


the ſex with whom you would ſtand 


no chance, and that merely from their 
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ſuppoſing your perſonal accompliſh- 
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ments muſt always give you the al- 
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cendancy—there is a direct contraſt, 
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in this reſpect, with girls and us — 
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we plume ourſelves on being accom- 
panied by a woman that is admir'd, 
while they chooſe to engroſs the whole 
of the admiration themſelves—their 
fondneſs* for attention and flattery 
being hereditary why ſhould we con- 
demn the poor things, let them en- 
joy it quietly and provided your 
moſt adorable and angelic dulcina 
thinks your worſhip too Handſome, why 
e'en leave her to pleaſe herſelf in 
chooſing a companion from the herd 


of brutes that ſurround her. 


After all you are a mere novice, 
for who, in the name of all that's 
wonderful, that had had half the expe- 
rience with females you have, wou'd 


ſtand 
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ſtand creeping and cringing, plotting 
and counter-plotting, to get a ſight 
of her? — Why don't you advance 
boldly ?—Tell her your time's too 
precious to be thrown away that, 
notwithſtanding you love her moſt 
violently, fome little return 1s abſo- 
lutely as neceſſary to keep thy flame 
alive as 1s the addition of fuel to the 
xpiring embers, and that unleſs ſhe 
will give ſome little reaſon to be- 
lieve your aſſiduity is not entirely 
exerted in vain, you ſhall be oblig'd, 
though much againſt your inclination, 
to leave her for one of a kinder 
mould if this does not move her to 
ſome confeſſion, why ſhe's not worth 
taking any farther trouble about.— 


I would 
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I would then adviſe you to aſſume a 
diſmal countenance, as it will not 
be conſiſtent to leave her without, at 
leaſt, ſome little appearance of regret, 
your cambric diſplay'd, and with a 
piteous groan and heart-rending ſigh, 
ſuch as you tolerably well under- 
ſtand, bid her an everlaſting fare- 


Well! 


When you are once clear of the 
houſe, re-aſſume thy natural eaſe, 
tre cock your hat, and with a mar- 
tial ſtride take a general review of 
ail the damſels round—if it ſhould ſo 
happen that in all the giddy circle 
there docs not Chance to be one to- 
your mind, change the ſcene of ac- 


tion 


62 MEMOIRS OF 


tion—march to this garden of beauty, 
where I think it is ſtill in my power 
to put you in a method of ſecuring. 
ſnug winter quarters in a moſt in- 


viting little fort that will not need 


much ſtorming. 


The young lady I mean to recom- 
mend 1s no leſs than a couſin of my 
amiable miſtreſs*, and, if I may be al- 
lowed to form any judgement from 
the ſimilarity of their diſpoſitions, 
you would reap as much pleaſure by 
the poſſeſſion of one as I experience 
with the other—beſides, in taking up 
your abode with us we ſhould form 
fuch a happy group, and live in that 
ſtate of luxurious bliſs, that kings 


might 
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might look from their gaudy thrones 


with envy. 


If this propoſal meets with your 
approbation ſend me a line directed 
to the old place when I ſhall meet 
you—do not ſtand heſitating but ſer 
off immediately, and P11 inſure you 


ſucceſs 


What greater temptation can poſ- 

fibly be thrown in your way 'the 
all- ſubduing endearments of a love- 
inſpiring wench, with the wanton god 
playing in her eye and reveling in 
her heart; and, at the ſame time, 
an opportunity of enjoying all the 
pleaſures that attcud the ſociety of an 

| old 
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oid companion—Egad ſuch a bait, 
were it not for my infatuating little 
gipſy, would lure me tonace a viſit 
to the Antipodes—that it may have 
ſome weight, and prove ſufficiently 
perſuaſive to induce you to leave the 
neglected train of a proud diſdainful 
goddeſs for the chance of attaining 
the warm embrace; of a condeſcend- 
ing little divinity, is the moſt fervent 


with of, 


your ſincere friend, 


DERVILLE. 


LET- 
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LET SK Vo 


LORD uli 


3-09 


SIR THOMASCHARL TONS 


PR AY, my ſober friend, what 
can you honeſtly think of yourſelf 


after ſending me ſuch. a very modeſt 


epiſtle? I had ſome inclination not 


to acknowledge the receipt of it, but 
ſuppoſing, although you are an odd 
ſoul, it was meant for my good, I 
thought myſelf bound to return you 
thanks for the trouble it muſt have 
_ coſt—and by way of preventing ſuch 


VOL. I. E good. 
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good advice from being thrown away, 
in future, I can aſſure you that not 


one ſingle particle in the whole com- 
poſition will be complied with. 


Do you ſuppoſe me turn'd arrant 
fool, or that I am mad—for no man 
fure, with a tolerable degree of un- 
derſtanding, having the means of hap- 
pineſs in his own poſſeſſion. would 
willingly refign t' m inte the hands 
of another — ſelf-denial, Tom, may 


be excellent doctrine, but 1t 1s en- 


tirely out of my ſyſtem, take my 


word for it. 


What! and ſo you wou'd have me 


put on a penitential countenance, fall 


down 
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down on my marrow-bones, and in 


the moſt pathetic manner tell the un- 
done wretch—what mult I tell her ?— 
O] now I have 1t—that being con- 
vinc'd what a heinous ſin I had 
been guilty of, in drawing her into 
the path of wickedneſs, and how very 
iniquitous 1t was for us both to re- 
main in it, I had reſolv'd, and hoped 


ſhe wou'd do the ſame, to bid adieu 


to our preſent diabolical proceedings 


and to end my days in repenting of 
what was already paſt - ſuppoſe J per- 
ſuade her to go into a convent, and 
then turn friar myſelf ! 


Some little vindication, however, 
I find neceſſary, as you charge me 
2 = 
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with ſeeking opportunities to ſeduce” 
her, that being an act, above all 
others I moſt deſpiſe—No, Charlton; 
I ſtill aver that I never projected a 
ſnare to entrap the unwary, or endea- 
voured to veil my deſigns with a view 


of drawing the chaſte maiden from- 


the purſuits of virtue Miſs Marns- 
down was not of that number—ſhe 
was always the giddy wanron—hur- 
ried on by a tide of impetuous paſ- 
ſions, to which ſhe paid implicit obe- 
dience,. ſhe threw herſelf open to the 
advances of all who came in hier way, 
among which was your ſucceſsful 
friend, and not being of the coldeſt 
diſpoſition it was a temptation he 
could not withſtand, 
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As you are ſo well aſſur'd my pre- 
ſent enjoyments will not be of any 
long duration, how can you poſſibly 
blame me for making the moſt of 
them while they do ?—or, let me ap- 
peal to your own feelings, whether 
it would not be the height of folly to 


put an end to that from whence ] de- 
rive ſo much ſatisfaction. 


Mrs. Marnsdown, I grant, has ever 


been eſteemed an excellent parent 
however I cannot perſuade myſelf 
but thoſe very moral precepts which 


you ſo highly preach up, have been 


the ſole means of poiſoning that innate 
worth nature endow'd her daughters 


with—this may appear rather contra- 
| F'2 dictory 
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dictory at firſt, but when you reflect 


how infatuated ſhe was to the doctrine 


of Mr. —, during her reſidence in 
town, one of whoſe proſelytes ſhe has 
been for many years, I am of opinion 
that greateſt part of the abſurdity of 

my aſſertion will vaniſh—I mean not 
do infer that all his followers muſt of 
neceſſity be worſe than the reſt of 
mankind, as there are, no doubt, 
worthy members in almoſt every 
ſe&t—but where eternal perdition is 
unceaſingly held forth as the certain 
puniſhment for having committed 
the ſlighteſt offence againſt his tenets, 
although it may have its due weight 
and depreſs the ſpirits of the aged, 
yet, from the frequent repetition, it 


| becomes 
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becomes familiar to the young and 


thoughtleſs part of the congregation, 


who, inſtead of paying proper atten- 


tion to the diſcourſe, laugh and ridi- 


dule the outward ſanctity of his con- 


verted ſaints he has an excellent me- 
thod to ſecure his flock from {traying, 

by inceſſantly informing them, that 
all who do not ſtrictly adhere to, bis.” 
principles are ſure of everlaſting don. | 


„ A 


demnation. 


Theſe young ladies could ſcarcely 


Tpeak when they were taken as con- 


ſtant attendants—no circumſtance, at 


that time, was permitted as an excuſe 


for their abſence, ſo that of courſe, 


to judge from the nature of children, 
F 4 they 
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they had, a diſlike to the place before 
they knew why they went As their 
years encreaſed little ſtratagems were 
-made uſe of to eſcape what had the 
appearance of puniſhment to them— 
this was the firft ſtate of intrigue— 
they ſoon learnt it was only contriving 
to be out of the way at meeting hours 
and there attendance was diſpenſed 
with; for though the old lady would 
compel them to go with her if to be 
found, yet they were not apprehenſive 


of much anger after it was over. 


Their ſcheming faculties being once 
in motion, and their plots generally 


meeting with ſucceſs, no wonder if 


their ideas were carried much farther, 


and 
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and that they gave full ſcope to their 
romantic fancies Religion they now 
Jook'd on as a mere ſound, and ſel- 
dom attended but when they knew 
not how otherwiſe to amuſe them- 
ſelves, or to keep an aſſignation with 
ſome favourite ſpark—for which moſt 
pious employment there were always 
a ſufficient number to keep them in 


This, Sir, was their true ſituation 
when they left town—and it cannot 
be ſuppoſed that girls of their diſ- 
poſitions could be very ſtrongly at- 
tach'd to the retirements of the coun- 

try, being more under the old lady's 
eye and not having 1ufficient. room 


for 
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for the diſplay of their genius. —Hen- 


rietta grew tired of being coop'd up 


under ſuch formal government, long'd 


:diſtreſs I found her, and, as a duty in- 


the ſecret, it would have been in thy 


. 


to ſhake off the yoke and live accord- 


ing to her own inclinations—in this 


cumbent on every adventerous knight, 


pledg'd my honour to releaſe her from 


ſuch cruel confinement—ſhe accepted 


ry ſervices, ſurrendered to my pro- 


- . tection, and I convey'd her to the 


palace of pleaſure— and pray, Mr. 
Wiſeacre, where's the harm of it. | 

And do you really imagine that, 
provided you had been intruſted with 


power to have prevented my putting 
Th 


5 


to plot againſt me; therefd 
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it into execution — what prodigious | 


vanity ſome people have that head 


of thine, Tom, was neveR intended 


N 
e take a 
little advice and do not attempt to 


counteract any of my ſchemes, for, 


depend upon it, the only honour you 
could ever gain would he ſimilar 


to poor F lyaway's, that of coming 


in ſecond beſt. 


I was not at all ſorry for his grace's 


diſappointment as it may be the 
.means of weaning his fondneſs for 


the turf, though Iam as well ſatis fied 


J was not with you at the time 


aye! there's another pretty piece of 
friendſhipto wiſh me in the way of 


the 
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the ill natured old churl, and I fup- 
poſe would have thought it excellent 
amuſement . to have ſeen me horſe- 
whipp'd—but if I do not make a 
return for all your good wiſhes and 
prove myſelf to be thy matchin friend- 
ſhip you may reſt aſſured there is na 


ſpirit left in 
your moſt oblig'd, 


and very humble ſervant, 


GEORGE DERVILLE. 
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LET N VE 


LADY. ARA BELLA SPENCER, 
1 


CHARLOTTE MARNS DOWN. 


My Dear, 
ALTHO' I am nearly jaded to 


death J cannot think of raking any 
_ reſt before I have kept my promiſe, 
for maidens words, you know, are 
ſacied—that is, with one another 
as for the fellows, it is no matter what 
we ſay to them, it being only to deny 
that which we have no mind to re- 
member, and making them, if they 


dare 
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dare murmur, aſk pardon for accuſing- 
us of what, were the rights of it- 
known, we had really and truly been 
guilty of—but this has nothing to do 
with the cauſe of my expedition to 
town, which you was to be acquainted 
with as ſoon as I knew myſelf—and 
ſtill I promiſe the ſame, being juſt as 
wiſe about the matter now as when I 
made it before. 


By their hurrying me from ſtage 
to ſtage I was apprehenſive Sir Wil- 
liam might be indiſpoled—however, 
on my arrival I had the pleaſure of 
finding my tears were without foun- 
dation, he being as well as ever he 
was in his life. 


Well, 
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Well, it don't ſignify—T ſhall know 
by and bye, I warrant—yet I hate to 
be kept in ſuſpenſe—to' be obliged to 
leave you, and all our agreeable party, 
without knowing why or wherefore 
beſides, Charlotte, it is a little vexa- 
tious to be forc'd away from one's 
avowed admirers, as it may be ſome 
time before I ſhall be able to colle& 
a train of coxcombs that will flatter 
my vanity with equal facility—but do- 
the beſt you can to keep the poor 


creatures in ſpirits, leſt, in a fit of 


deſpair, they ſhould fly to the neigh- 


bouring river and either exalt them- 


ſelves upon one of the mournful wil- 


lows, or yield to the embraces of the 


murmuring ſtream, 


Now 
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Now I think of it, though hope 
ſoon to be able to lend you my aſliſt- 
ance, yet as I cannot tell, for certain, 
how long 1t will befirſt, they may as 
well, by way of amuſement, endea-. 
vour ro improve themfelves—there- 
fore, tell Mr. Buckle that we (mind 
I ſpeak for myſelf and you too) ſhall 
like him full as well if he does not 


make his own-fweet perſon, and ridi- 


culous qualifications, ſo very often 


the topic of converſation, it being a 
matter of mere indifference to us what 
ſhape his coat is of, or how he deco- 


rates his—yes, his head; nor have 


we any particular deſire to be made 


acquainted with his heroical exploits; 
however, as there, are times in which, 
from. 


4 
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from a relaxation of the ſpirits, the 
more trivial and infignificant the 
amuſement, the greater the chance 
of its meeting with our approbation, 
(and I confeſs, for my own part, I 
ſhall always neglect the tricks of thoſe 
dear little miniatures of men,“ for 
the no leſs ridiculous antics of the 
effeminate coxcomb) from which you 
may conclude he is-in no great danger 


of being diſcarded, as I, moſt aſſured- 


ly, ſhall always prefer him to a mon- 


key one principal reaſon for which is 
that by being deficient in cunning, he 


muſt, of courſe, be leſs miſchievous. 


Deſire that wretch Wilhnore to be 
a little more humble and not quite fo 
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boiſterous as he has been of late, 
otherwiſe he ſhall be ſtruck off the 
liſt without heſitation—if we give him 
the leaſt encouragement he'll prove 


a ſcarecrow to the whole train—and 
who knows but we may then, hav- 
ing no other, be induced to pull caps q 
even for him. p 
I don't know what we muſt do with | 
Sparks —he begins to have far too & 
| much meaning in whit he ſays—nav,, . 
the pulpit has not prevented him : 
from being particular could almoſt 4 
| | found in my heart to have been the l 


death of him that Sunday for ad- 
dreſſing the whole of his Sermon to 
me, which I believe he did without 
| | once 
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once taking his eyes off but he ſhall 


do more than common pennance be- 
fore I ſign his pardon, 


Let me, however, my dear Char- 
lotte, entreat you to teach that fel- 
low Smith how to open his mouth, 
for we cannot poſſibly make any thing 


of him while he is ſo ſtupidly ſilent ; 


beſides, it looks as if he ſat as a ſpy, 
and took account of whatever we 
faid or did—if you cannot put ſome 
life into him he muſt certainly be 
diſmiſs'd, and I ſhall be ſorry for 
that, becauſe, if he was but a little 
more rational he would be one of my 


greateſt favourites nor hall you, po- 


ſitively, think ſerious about him un- 


G 2 leſs 


f 
A 
| 
1 
9 
* 
| 
| 
[ 


5 — —i — — — — 


84 M E MOIRS OF 


teſs he greatly mends his manners. 


Then there is but what the duce 


am I perplexing myſelf about the 
fellows for, when I am almoſt dead 
with fatigue ?—I will, therefore, put 
an end to my ſcrawl with requeſting 
you to give my reſpectful compli- 
ments to Mrs.. Marnsdown, and be- 


lieve me 


your ſincere 


ARABELEA SPENCER. 


LE T- 
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LETTER VI. 


CAPTAIN BRY DON E, 
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LION Min RV L L E. 


My Lord, 


Ar the ſame time I acknowledge 
how highly I eſtimate the value of 


your generous invitation, I find my- 


ſelf oblig'd, by the contrariety of 
my ſtars to decline the acceptance of 
it—this girl has got ſuch ſtrong poſ- 
ſeſſion, and affairs being rather in a 
flattering train, it is impoſſible to 
think of leaving them. | 

G 3 In 
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In my laſt J inform'd you of the 


ſucceſs I had in attaining the good 
graces of the vicar, and having free 


admiſſion to his houſe but never- 


theleſs I was ftill without any foun- 


dation to ground my ſucceſs upon 
I vilited as frequently as I could with 
the leaſt degree of decency, and every 
manceuvre, which I poſſeſs'd the leaſt 
idea of, in the whole ſyſtem of love, 


did I employ, in vain, againft this 
little tyrant's heart. 


Judging from what I had obſerv'd 


in the perſon who I mentioned had 


been here, I fooliſhly conceived it 


would be no difficult matter, if 


1 put on the dying ſwain, to ſoften 
To her 
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her to my purpoſe; accordingly, when- 


ever we were together, I aſſumed a 


melancholy countenance, kept my 
eyes continually fixed on her, and if, 
by chance, ſhe obſerv'd me, caſt them 
_ down with ſeeming confuſiona deep 
ſigh would follow, half ſtifled if we 


we were near each other—and never 


did I permit five minutes to elapſe 


without making ſome wilful miſtake, 
ſuch as J naturally concluded would 
fully convince her ſhe engroſſed the 
whole of my attention—bur I firmly 
believe I might have wept, ſigh'd and 
groan'd till doomſday, without ma- 
king any impreſſion or exciting the 
leaſt ſenſation of Pity in her obdurate 
boſom. 
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Confoundedly piqued at my ill ſuc- 


ceſs, I reſolved: to try the excellent 
maxim of ſwearing a thouſand extra- 
vagancies to the mother for the ſake 


of the daughter this had very near 
put an end to the hole buſineſs, for 
the old fool Was ſo thoroughly per- 
ſuaded of my paſſion and began to 
be ſo terribly fond, that I was fain to 
caution her againſt our being taken 


notice of however, not to miſs the 


promiſing advantage of her credulity 
I curſed the cenſorious world that 
would oblige me (by way of prevent- 
ing their malicious ſcandal) to be ab- 
ſent many a tedious hour which I 
otherwiſe might have the happineſs | 
of f. pending with her, unleſs we could 
| form 
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form ſome plauſible excuſe for my 
viſits this bait had its deſired effect, 
for, alarm'd at the idea of becoming 
the talk of the village, and unwilling 
to be deprived of my ſweet company, 
ſhe began to puzzle herſelf for a me- 
thod to avoid both-after naming a 
number of puerile ſchemes which I 
was pretty certain were too inſſgnifi- 
cant .to merit the leaſt attention, I 
propoſed offering myſelf as an ad- 
mirer of Miſs Lucy's, and that ſhe 
ſhould contrive to prevail on the par- 


ſon and his daughter to receive me 


as ſuch. 


The old harridan at firſt appeared 
rather ſuſpicious of my real inten- 
| tions, 
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tions—but on convincing her it would 
be the means of our enjoying num-, 
berleſs opportunities of being alone, 
unnoticed by the buſy world, ſne, at 
length, came into my propoſal, and 


has actually recommended me to them 


both as a perfon every way worthy 
their acceptance. 50 | 


— my £1 
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My reception far exceeded my ex- 


pectation, and I am confoundedly 


miſtaken if the little plague, not- 
withſtanding her ſhyneſs, has not a 
ſpice of inclination for Frank Brydone: 
on this ſuppoſition I build my hopes; 
if ſhe has one latent ſpark in her 
breaſt, Pl] gently fan it till it Kindles 
to a flame, and then from its reful- 


gence 
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gence reap celeſtial joys —to accom- 
-pliſh which neither art, pains, or at- 
tention ſhall be ſpar'd, as the poſſeſſion 
of one of her delicate texture will 
be a full compenſation for all the 
trouble I can poſſibly take. 


With reſpect to the cruelty of ſe- 
ducing her from my rival I can only 
ſay every advantage is allowable in 
love and war—and ſo far from not do- 
ing as I would be done by, I am poſi- 
tive I ſhould moſt readily excuſe any 
man who was to ſerve me in the like 
A | 


Aftef this intimation I leave it 
tor you, my Lord, to determiné whe- 
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ther (make the caſe your own) it 
wou'd not be folly to give up the ꝓur- 
ſmt—as it is plain the whole tendency 


of your propoſal is merely for my 
intereſt, I flatter myſelf you will not 
attribute my non-acceptance to any 
want of reſpect, for ſincerely wiſhing 
your round of pleaſures may be of a 
long continuance I remain, my Lord, 


your Lordſhip's, 
moſt obedient, 


humble ſervant, 


FRANK BRYDONE. 


LET 
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LET TER VIII. 


SIR THOMAS CHARL T'ON, 


7-0. 


LORD DPERVI L L E. 


Derville, 


TAEIS morning I received the in- F 
cloſed note from your Lordſhip's. | 
father, and have taken the firſt. op- 
portunity of forwarding it you—at 
leaſt put it in that line of conveyance 

Which your high mightineſs has ſo 
far condeſcended to leave open for 


me to tranſmit that intelligence 1 


may wiſh to communicate. 


2 


U pwards 
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Upwards of a month have I been: 
in town, and frequently. called at Sr, 
James's Coffee-houſe, in hopes of 
meeting or acquiring ſome account 
of you— but all the information I 
could learn was, that your ſervant 
came, as uſual, for what letters were 
left, but they could not tell whether 
you was in town or country I be- 
heve there has not been, 'till within, 
this ſix months, three days, at one 
time, for this dozen years, but what 
1 knew where to have applied per- 
fonally, which T certainly ſhould have 
done at preſent had it been poſſible: 
to develop thy ſecret abode—bur thou 
art ſo very ſagacious To tell you 
the truth, George, I have made but 
little 
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little enquiry about the matter, not 


wiſhing to pry farther into private 
affairs than what is quite agreeable 
to the parties and their permiſſion 


authorizes. 


I do not mean to caſt. the leaſt re- 
flection for being excluded your ſo- 
ciety, as I am conſcious that trivial 
ſubjects muſt fubmir to thoſe of more 
conſequence, and, of courſe, the ap- 


proaches of friendſhip muſt give way 


to the dalliance of a miſtreſs. 


To- morrow I mean to ſet off for 
Charlton-hall, where I hope ſoon to 
hear of our renegade's return, not 
only to his friends, but to that line 
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of conduct which gained him the 
eſteem and friendſhip of all who had 
happineſs of being in the number of 


his acquaintance, nor the leaft proud 
* 


of that honour was 
his ſincere friend, 
THOMAS CHARLTON. 


P. S. I hope it is: needleſs for me to 
remind you how neceſſary it is 
for you to acquieſce with: his 


grace of G's. requeſt. 


TI, E * 
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L. 11 


Di Er oF © 5 
TT O 


SIR THOMAS CHARL TON. 
(Incloſed in the Preceding.) 


Sr 


As you are one of the principal 
companions of my ſtupid fellow of 


a ſon, I make no doubt of its being 


in your Power, (although I am ex- 
cluded from knowing where he is to 
be found) to inform the half-witred 


coxcomb that I want to fee him on 


a matter of conſequence, - therefore 


'VOL, I. . expect 
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expect he will call on me in the 
courſe of a day or two—it being en- 
tirely for his own advantage, you- 
may tell him if he does not pay atten- 
tion to this. he never need to expect. 


any. future favour from, 


your's, &c. 
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LET FER X. 


ADY ARABELLA.SPENCER, 
T O 


CHARLOTTE MARNSDOWN. 


My dear Charlotte, 


WIITIHO UT being a conjuror, 
or even neceſſiated to put my little 
wits to work, have I got to the bot- 
tom of this great and wonderful bufi- 
neſs—gueſs, my freet friend; gueſs 
what it can be—you can't!—well,. 


never mind, I'll tell you but pro- 


mile to be ſecret you do l now for 
it then: 


H 2 No 


4+ 
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No perſon will attempt to deny 
but what Sir William is a prudent, 
ſagacious, conſiderate kind of man; as 
an additional proof of it, perceiving: 
his daughter begin to grow a little 
unruly, or, at leaſt, apprehenſive ſhe 
might very ſoon be ſo, he has been 
looking out for a perſon. better cal- 
culated to manage her than himſelf— 
having met with one to his liking, 
he means to ſhew his approbation 
of the poor fellow by preſenting 
him with a plagve he has no longer 


courage to keep under his own go- 


vernment What an everlaſting obli- 
9 ation he going to confer! — 1 
fancy the ſpark will ſoon be made ſen- 


ſivle of his bleſſing ! 


To 
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To be ſure I had the affair repre- 
ſented in a quite different manner; 
for, after a long preamble, he told me, 
that having been conſulting for my 
future happineſs — how ſhould he 
know what will-make me happy ?— 
and altho' he felt great regret at the 
thought of parting, yet ſenſible that 
he muſt expect the time would come 
when I ſhould be tired of his authority 
and wiſh to command myſelf, and as 
the Duke of G. had made propoſals 
for his ſon, it would be ſome conſe- 
lation in having me connected to-a fa- 
mily that would do me honour ; he 
therefore hoped I would receive him 
as the perſon to whom it was his 
deſire to ſee me united, 
44 Wa Not 


102 M E MOTR S OF 


Not much liking the idea of being 


turned over to a fellow I knew no- 
thing of, I began to meditate an op- 
pofition but after a little heſitation 
told him I was perfectly contented 
and happy in my preſent ſitua- 
tion, and hop'd he would not oblige 
me to hazard the loſs of that felicity 
by entering into a ſtate J had never 
thought ſeriouſly about. 


Inſtead of meeting with a reply 


agreeable to my wiſhes, he ſaid that I 


gave him a deal of pleaſure, for he 


had been apprehenſive I might have 


contracted ſome filly attachment; but 


ſince I had confeſs'd my affections 


were entirely free, he could not be 


accuſed 
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accuſed with having acted in contra- 
diction to my inclinations and he did 
not doubt but Lord Derville, who 
was a fine young fellow, would ſoon 
make himſelf as agreeable as any 


other. 


Thus, my dear, was the matter 
ſettled and in the courſe of a few 
days am I to receive this Derville in 
form I recollect he was once pointed 
out to me but quite forget what ſort 
of an animal it is Would his viſit 
was over, for it is a moſt awkward 
piece of buſineſs ! yet I am half 
crazy to ſee what kind of a lord and 
maſter this prudent papa of mine has 
.allotted me to have. 

H 4 ä 
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T-am ſure the men who meet with 
ſuch conſiderate parents ought to be 
very thankful, for when they are left 
to our capricious whims they are ſure 
to meet with a repulſe, notwithſtand- 
ing we may long to fly into their 
arms—whereas, when they come un- 
der the ſanction of a father, they ap- 
proach our divinities in full ſecurity, 
certain of what the anſwer muſt be— 
muſt, Charlotte! — what an aggra- 


vating monoſyllable for, 


your affectionate, 


ARABELLA SPENCER. 


18 
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LE KS Ab 


LORD 


10 


SIR THOMAS CHARL TON 


LET who will ſay to the contrary, 
J affirm that thou, Tom Charlton, 
art one of the worthieſt fellows in 
the kingdom; and I, George Derville, 
the moſt fortunate dog breathing 
the letter, you rogue I- for ever in 
luck's way when I am too much 
engaged to look out or contrive for 
myſelf, ſome civil and obliging friend 
generally ſtands forth to ſtart freſh 

game 
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game for me. — Now, according to 
the eſtabliſhed opinioit of the wiſe 
and miſerable, I muſt be a fool—fools 


being the favourites of Fortune—be 


that as it may, I am heartily pleaſed 


that Nature did not conſtitute me 


one of thoſe ſober, grave, thinking 


animals, who are continually tor- 
menting themſclves, not with thoſe 


miſchances which really do occur, 


but by their quick penetration into 
what may—from all which kind of 
anxiety I am generally free; being too 


good a Chriſtian, or, if you like it 


beſt, as I before obſerved, too great 


an aſs, to take any heed of to-morrow, 


leaving that, as we are-commanded, 


to provide for itſelf. 


As 
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As you are a ſuſpicious kind of a 
-gentleman and may be induced to 
imagine Jam romancing, and that there 
is no perſon ſufficiently my friend to 
provide me a miſtreſs—T11 give you 
immediate demonſtration which will 
. prove all ſuch thoughts are malici- 


--ous and ill- founded. 


To proceed in order — I muſt 
firſt acquaint you that Miſs Marns- 
dovn, for ſome little time back, had 
taken a freak into her head to accuſe 
me of neglect, and upbraid me with 
there being a viſible diminution in 
my eſteem though, upon my honour, 
J am totally ignorant of there being 
the leaſt alteration in my behaviour, 


mor 
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nor had I the leaſt reaſon for making 
any however as ſhe had cheriſh'd the 
idea that it was ſo, there was no poſ- 
ſibility of convincing her to the con- 
trary — I will not aſſert that I made 
uſe of many arguments to induce 
her to change ſuch an opinion but 
rather choſe to bear her upbraidings 
with the greateſt calmneſs—my re- 
ſignation and apparent indifference 
enraged her ſo much that, at times, 
ſhe would fly into the moſt violent 
paſſions - yet my fortitude was always 
too ſtable to ſuffer the leaſt ſhock 


from her moſt formidable attacks. 


We were engaged, or rather ſhe 
was, for I never take an active part 
in 


E o R D FERVICLEE. 18 
in theſe entertaining tete-a-tete's, when 
the ſervant brought me your note 
with that of his grace's — without 
paying any attention to the pointed 
force and beautiful diction of the 
lady's harangue, I peruſed the letters 
nor could I refrain ſmiling on reading 
his curious epiſtle—this was a moſt 
dreadful inſult, for, either conſtruing 
my ſmiles to be in contempt of 
her elocution, or aggravated to the 
higheſt pitch by my taking ſo little 
notice of her complaints, ſhe threw 
herſelf into the molt deſperate agt- 


tion. 


I was greatly alarm'd at her ſitua- 
tion, and it was with much difficulty I 


brought 
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brought her to herſelf — before ſhe 
was thoroughly recovered ſhe fell in 
the ſame t:ack ; wherefore, perceiv- 
ing her reſolved to be outrageous I 
conceived it would be moſt prudent. 
to make a retreat—when taking my. 
hat, with all the compoſure imagina- 
ble, I ſedately walked off, leaving the 
lady to reap the benefit of her en- 
gaging amuſement. 


Thus, as I may ſay, driven from 
home and without the leaſt kind of 
engagement, I thought I might as: 
well make a merit of attending his 
grace's ſummons—by good luck he 
happened to be at home and re- 
ceived me with more than ordinary, 


civility, 
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civility, . paſſing great encomiums on 


my ready obedience—nor did he ſuf-- 
fer me to remain long in 1gnorance of 
the buſineſs that had required my at- 
tendance, which was neither more 
nor leſs than his having match'd me 
to run over the beaten courſe of ma- 


trimony with General Spencer's young 


filly, Arabella; who he aſſured me 


was as nice a tit as ever man need. 


look upon Being fully reſolv'd from 
the firſt to appear all ſubmiſſion, I 
told him, with a ſanctified counte- 


nance, that I had long been convinc'd 


of his care and attention for my good, 
and that unleſs, on an interview with 


the lady, there appeared ſome mate- 
rial reaſon for an objection, (which 
he 
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he ſhould be convinc'd was not the: 
offspring of any capricious motive) 
I ſhould hold myſelf ready to obey 


his commands—I hope there's to be: 


no croſſing, or joſtling. 


The old gentleman was quite in 
raptures at my condeſcenſion took 
me by the hand and almoſt ſurfeited 
me with commendations, that being 
aregalement I had not experienced at 
his hands for many a day nor was 
your humble ſervant much leſs pleaſed 


at the idea of having a ſanction for 


toying with a ſmart wench—old I am 
28 certain ſhe can't be—ugly I am told 
ſhe is not—therefore ſo ſhe has ſome 
ſpirit and not addicted to prud:ry 

| | ſhe 
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ſhe will find me very much at her ſer- 


vice and as the violence of Hen- 
rietta's temper would undoubtedly 
prevent our connection from being of 
any long duration it will be an ex- 
cellent. excuſe for bringing it to & 


concluſion.. 


To-morrow am I to be led to the 
General's for the lady's inſpection— 


or for me to examine her ladyſhip— 


or, moſt likely, for both—this buſineſs 
is tranſacted far too methodically to 
meet with my hearty concurrence, 
but that being a circumſtance I can- 
not prevent, it mult be paſs'd over 
as unworthy notice and of no ſigni- 
cation. | ; 
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Should the girl prove above me- 
diocrity I ſhall thank my ſtars for 
influencing the old gentleman to put 
me in the way. of her; as I have the 
vanity to think, ſo partial am I to 
the whole ſex, that I could make al- 
moſt any woman happy that appeared 
ſolicitous to render me ſo—but if, 
after the ceremony, ſhe proves the 
contrary, it will be the means of 
forcing me to comply with the rage 
of the times, and, by having ſeparate 


habitations, to live like other people 


of faſhion. 
' your's, as uſual, 


DERVILLE. 


LET 
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CHARLOTTE MARNS DOWN. 


H OW different, Charlotte, do moſt 
things prove in reality to what we 
had form'd in imagination ! — this 
viſit of Derville's I apprehended : 
would have been of a very diſagree- 
able nature my fituation appearing 


ſomewhat ſimilar to being expoſed 


OY 


for public inſpection before the day 
of ſale, but now it is over I think 
nothing of the matter—would you 


I 2 believe 
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believe the fellow could have had the 
aſſurance, notwithſtanding it was his 
frſt appearance, to give the prefer - 
ance and actually addreſs another lady 
before my face however inconſiſtent 
this may appear ] can aſſure you it is 
a fact was no way mortified by not 
being the firſt object of my lover's 
attention, as it was the means of my 
eſcaping a moſt immoderate inunda- 
tion of nonſenſe, . which: he pour'd 
upon Lady Betty Stanmore with- 
out _ mercy—She had 'but juſt 
come in when the {ſweet creature was 
announc'd—on which ſhe would fain 
have taken her leave, but I inſiſted 


on her ſtaying a little, and ordered 
the ſervant" to ſhew his Lordſhip up; 
: with 
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with all my heroiſm I was greatly 
embarraſſed and could not bear the 
thought, now the moment was ar- 
rived, of receiving him alone, there- 
fore was pretty ſtrenuous in preſſing 


her not to leave me. 


SGeneral compliments being over 
he applied himſelf to L. ady Betty, 
who, fortunately for me, he miſtook 
for my Lady ſhip, and without allow- 
ing her time to undecei ve him, ran 
through ſuch a catalogue of love 
phraſes, in which he appears tolcrable 
converſant, that he put the poor girl 

quite out of countenance ; apolo- 

gizing, at the ſame time, for taking 
Auch liberty in my preſence, but 
| I 3 | hop'd 
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hop'd- when I was convinc'd of the 


ardency of his eſteem that would be 


20 d *;:l absd Firth XK tr T3537 
ſufficient to plead his excuſe. 


Having recovered from that timi- 
dity which his entrance had thrown 
me in, I was highly diverted with 
the ſcene, and pleaſed - myſelf with 
the hopes that he would depart with- 
out diſcovering his miſtake — Lady 
Betty being, at length, unable to 


witl. tand the profuſion of compli- 
ments he unremitingly laviſhed on 


her, aroſe, begg'd I would excuſe 


her, and wiſh*'d me good morning. 


It would be the height of folly in 
me to attempt a deſcription of the 
5 | 6: 


Tan Dp DERVILLE. T9 
confuſion which immediately took 
poſſeſſion of his countenance — for 
ſome moments we remained ſilent, I 
enjoy ing his embarraſsment and rea- 
dy to laugh at his ſimple appearance, 


while he appeared ſo totally diſcon- 


certed that he knew not in what man- 
ner to proceed but recollecting, I 
ſuppoſe, that without a beginning we 
might ſit for ſeven years and be in 
much the ſame dilemma, after twirl- 
ing and twiſting his hat, firſt playing 
with the button and then with the 
loop, he attempted to ſpeak—yes, my 
dear, he only attempted, for it was 
with the greateſt difficulty imagina- 


ble that he could bring out the 


words, „ hope, madam,” when his 
Lu mouth 
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mouth was immediately cloſed and 


ſilence again enſued. 


- * 
1 

£ » 

”» - 

* 


However, poſſeſſing ſome reſolu- 
lution he made a ſecond attempt; 
this effort proved far more ſuceeſs- 


ful than the former, having gained 


courage ſufficient to approach me, 
and in the moſt humiliating manner 
entreated 1 would pardon a miſtake 
his not having the honour. to be per- 
ſonally acquainted had occaſioned him 
to fall into; aſſuring me he had heard 
the Duke of G. ſpeak ſo much in 
my fayour he came prepared to adore 
me, and that he ſhould be the hap- 
pieſt of human creatures in pay ing 
obedience to his commands. 

| < Ts 


— — 
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To judge, my Lord, from what 
'< T have ſeen, and been an ear witneſs 
< to, I can only attribute this com- 
« pliment to the reſpect you have 
« for his grace of . pe 
<.nities.” | | 


4 ] proteſt; madam.” 


No, I beſeech you will not—for 


you certainly have made proteſta- 
tions ſufficient for one day.“ 


Certainly, my deareſt madam, 
you muſt allow the Lady who has 
juſt left us, and with whom I was 
* Jed into this unintentional error, 

3 attractions that would de- 

< mand 
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c mand reſpect from all mankind 
< how then, as I came prepoſſeſſed 
ec jn favour of thoſe internal qualifi- 
& cations of which I have frequently 
< heard you ſo rapturouſly admired 
* for, could I be otherwiſe than re- 
“ Joiced on ſuppoſing them united to 
& ſuch an agreeable perſon though 
00 my heart, at the ſame time, forcibly 
& acknowledged thy ſuperiority, but 
< conſcious of my own inſſgnificancy 
«I dar'd not look up to ſuch per- 
<.fection—being, however, ſo far fa- 


* youred by heaven to have this op- 


< portunity of declaring how far you 


have captivated my heart, let me 
<« entreat you will, for the future, 


accept its tendereſt ſervices,” 


CC By 
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% By no means, my Lord—having 
* myſelf heard your profeſſions to 
my friend, I can never conſent to 


«< encourage your inconſtancy, and 


e that too the very moment ſhe is 
L out of: ſight.” 


ure, in fact, addreſs'd to you 
J | acknowledged my eſteem to be 


fob ded on thoſe amiable qualifi- 
_ * cations that you, and I might ſay 
+ you alone, poſſeſs.“ 


This, my Lord, is mere gallan- 
try, and though it may be a proof 
of your politeneſs is none of your 
"My „ veracity=aln obedicnce to the plea- 
e ſure 


Tho profeſſions, dear Lady, 
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„ ſure of Sir William I have receive 
„your viſit and ſhall ever remaii. 
< ſenſible of the honour. 


Permit me to hope, madam, thai 
* notwithſtanding our acquaintance 
<* originates from his injunctions, a 


cultivation of it will not be tg 


diſagreeable to yourſelf.“ 


always conſider myſelf entirel 5 
„Sir William's diſpoſal, and qs has 
<« ever approv'd himſelf too ther a 
< parent to allow me the leaſt room 
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© ſuſpe& he will be otherwiſe in that 
* part of his conduct which, in my 
e Opinion, demands his greateſt af- 


ce fect ion.“ 


1 Dare L, W meriting your 


ce diſpleaſure, aſſume the 1 to 


a_denq uirc whether ſome happy youth 
ath not already rendered himſelf 
* afficiently agreeable to engage 


ections?““ 


<1 know no ate, h Lord, 
91 ſrould heſitate to anſwer 
ou- there is not—and, at this mo- 

= I hold myſelf entirely free 
any prepoſſeſſion in 2 


25 « of any One living.” 


«© And 


m AA ed; 
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« And may J hope, my dear Lady; 
& | ſhould not be refuſed admittance 


«if I ventured to wait on you!“ 


« | am never denied to Sir Wil- 


ce Ham's friends.” 


He was full of acknowledgmeng 


for the proſpect of happineſs whit” 
he ſaid my condeſcenſion had g 


him, and peſtered me with as ai 
| , . 8 83 
vows and proteſtations as if he had 
been really captivated - more, Indeed, 


Diffidence being always a 


attendant on Love—yet you muſt * 
ſuppoſe him entirely without 
ſigns of the lover either, for by 


on ſuch languiſhing looks and fehed 
| ſo: 


Fe 
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fo pitcouſly that I was once induc'd: 
to aſk if he was indiſpoſed, but ſoon 
found my gentleman was not to be 
trifled with, being keen as a hawk, 
watching for the moment to ſeize his 
unguarded prey. 
Well, but what do you plague 
* me with all this nonſenſe for! why 
don't you tell me what fort of a 
* perſon he is—what coulour his hair 
* and eyes are of—what kind of teeth 
lips, legs and arms he has got? 
that being much more material 
« than either what was ſaid or done.” 
So 1t may, Charlotte, but that is a 
kind of intelligence you are not likely 
to receive from me—wherefore if thy 


curioſity 


N n 
* 
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curioſity ſhould happen to rage verx 


ſtrong, I would adviſe you to come 
to town and let it be ſatis ied —which 
if you do I ſhall not be ſurpriſed to 
ſee kim kneeling at your fect and of- 
tering up vows of adoration, for it is 
my real opinion he is of ſuch a tinder 
compoſition that it catches fire. at 


every pair of bright eyes he chances 


to meet—don't let the fear of robbing 


me of my ſwain prevent your coming 
as the pleaſure I ſhould experience by 
the company of my friend would far 
overbalance the-pain I ſhould fecl at 
the loſs of my lover. 

Adieu! 


ARABELLA SPENCER. 


r. 
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L E EE . 


LG Rk H.0 BRED LE 
T O 


SIR THOMAS CHARLTON.- 


Dear Tom, 


Ac CORDING to the informa- 


tion J gave you of my intended viſit 


I repaired to the General's, arm'd at 
all points to inſure a conqueſt — bur. 
whetherFortunewas-reſolv'd to puniih 
my preſumption” in boaſting myſelf 
her favourite ſon, or that my evil 


— N - 1 . 
genius owed me a-grudge for being 
ſo confident ;- or, as ſome. good fouls 
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ſettle matters of this kind, that it 
was to be; or from what other cauſe 
] will not attempt to determine, but 
certain it is I ſtumbled into a bleſſed 


miſtake. 


The ſervant uſhered me into the 
drawing room, where I was received 
by two young ladies, neither of whom 
had I ever ſeen before, ſo that it was 
impoſſible to tell which was the lovely 
ſhe deſign'd for my help-mate ; after 
bowing and ſcraping, during which 
ceremony I thought one of them moſt 
certainly would aſſume the pre-emi- 
nence from being at home, but no- 
thing of that kind viſibly appearing, 
1 reconnoicered them both, and poſ- 
ſeſſing 
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ſeſſing a tolerable idea of my own 


perception, made no doubt but I 


had diſcovered her; therefore, with- 
out the leaſt heſitation, began the at- 
tack by ſwearing her perſonal accom- 
pliſhments, added to the fame of her 
good ſenſe, ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, 
and benevolence of mind, had ſo en- 
tirely enſlaved my heart that I muſk 
live and die an enthuſiaſt to her me- 
rit—Scarce had I concluded one of 
the beſt ſpeeches Jever made in my 
life, when the Lady gave me to un- 


derſtand, by riſing and taking leave, 


J had made a pretty blunder, and 


had been actually calling upon my 
appointed miſtreſs to bear witneſs of 
my promiſes to anther, 


K 2 I 64s 
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J was ſo curſedly confounded at 
finding what an unlucky piece of 
buſineſs I had made of it, that for 
ſome time I could not. reſol ye in what 
manner to proceed — I: was, at firſt, 
for making: an abrupt departure and 
leaving matters- juſt as they were; 
then recollecting what a ridiculous 
figure I ſhould eut put ſuch thoughts 
quite out of my head while I was 
thus debating with myſelf, the little 
gipſy ſat, with. a. malicious pleaſure in 


her eyes, viſibly enjoying my embar- 


raſſment—this,. however, had a good 


effect in the end, for my pride took 
the alarm at a girl's having ſo much 
the aſcendancy over one who was not 
very guilty of being out of counte- 

nance, 


"LOKD r 


nance, when all my happy confidence 
return'd, and I ſoon felt that 
Preſence of mind, and courage in diſtreſe, 
Are more than armies to procure f. ucceſs: 
for by ſwearing n thouſand things 1 
never thought of, and VOUCNINg to an 
immoderate number of lies, I pre- 
vailed on her to believe that all the 
proteſtations ſhe had heard me profet; 
to the other were, in reality, addreſs'd 
to herſelf—yer, Charlton, I wiſh from 
my ſoul I had not been miſtaken, for 
there is that delicate ſoftneſs in the 
features and affability of manner in 
this Lady which plainly indicates the 


virtues of her mind, while Hady 


Arabella, who is beyond compariſon 


the fineſt woman, has all that fire and 


K 3 vivacity 
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vivacity that you have heard me 
condemn as the certain ſigns of a wan- 
ton heart—bur as I generally turn to 


the white ſide of moſt occurrences 


wherein I am concern'd, I even look 


on this as a tolerable lucky circum- 
Rance—if it is entered in the book of 
fate, to which our fathers have en- 
deavoured to perſuade us, that we are 
to become man and wife, why the 


more ready ſhe is to comply, the leſs 


trouble ſhall T have in courting her 


to it—and, as the old gentlemen, in 
all likelihood, will be for bringing 
us to the ſtarting poſt 2s ſoon as the 
fellows of the long robe can adjuſt 


all neceſſary preliminaries, there will 


: ; - Ay 76 5 . 
He little or no danger of her play ing 


off 
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off her coquettiſh airs either to me or 


in any other quarter. 


Having prolong'd my ſtay to near 
two hours I left her, pretty well ſatis- 
fed with the encouragement I had 
received ; being equal to what I could 
have expected even from a viſit free 
of ſuch an unlucky beginning it 
would have been prevented had not 
ſome of the jockying tribe called on 
Sir William and compelPd him to go 


out, he having promis'd to wait at 


home on purpoſe to introduce me to 


his daughter. 


No ſooner was I by myſelf than 


my thoughts turn'd on Henrietta; 
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it was contradictory to all reaſon to 
think of continuing a connection that 
would be attended with ſo many diſ- 
agreeable circumſtances a diſcovery, 
even at preſent, is what, for her ſake, 
I could wiſh by all means, if in my 


power, to prevent. 


Were l to relate the alteration there 
is in this once amiable girl, you might 
ſuppoſe I was mean enough to accuſe 
her merely for an excuſe to ſhake. her 
Off- but believe me, Charlton, in- 
ſtead of that engaging manner in 
which ſhe ſtrove to give pleaſure and 
content, I now-meet with-nothing but 
eternal noiſe, ſighs and tears, which 
indeed may be attributed to her love, 
and 


- 
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wits... wi 


and aſſigned as incontrovertible proofs 

of her affeftion—it is a confounded 
. diſagreeable way of ſhewing her af- 
fection, let me tell you, and what 
would moſt undoubtedly have ſepa- 
rated us even had nothing elſe in- 
tervened. 
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Think not, my friend, I am ſo de- 
praved as you once hinted to leave 
her a prey to poverty and ſname no; 
I mean to place her in a ſtate of in- 
dependance, where ſhe may, if ſhell 
take your advice, hve in peace and 
. repent at leiſure, The ſmall freehold 
in Leiceſterſhire, which was left me 
by my Lady G. ſhall be ſettled, on 
er for life that may be accom- 


pliſhed 
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pliſhed without ſubjecting her to the 
leaſt ſuſpicion, as I already enjoy too 
good a character for the aſſertion of 
a mortgage to meet with the leaſt diſ- 


credit. 


Fixed in my reſolution I went in 
in the evening and found her, as I 
partly expected, very much diſtreſs'd 
at my abſence from our firſt being 
together I never before left her for 
above three or four hours at a time, 
and now I had been away for two 
days — I was greatly hurt at ſee— 
ing her in that ſituation and exerted 
all the rhetoric I was poſſeſs'd of to 
ſooth her uneaſineſs, which, with 
much difficulty, I effected -] was ſo 


OVCI- 


LORD DERVLELLE. 49 


overpowered by her unhappy appear- 
ance and the tenderneſs with which 
ſhe received me, that to have gained 
an empire I could not have mentioned 


the leaſt word of my intention. 


After ruminating on the actual ne- 
ceſſity there was for my bringing this 
affair to a concluſion, and as I could 
perceive no advantage would accrue 
from prolonging it, I determined to 
open the matter to her as ſoon as the 
breakfaſt apparatus ſhould be taken 
away in the morning—Being left to- 
gether, I, with all the tenderneſs and 
delicacy that her ſituation demanded, 
began to deſcant on the nature of 
our connection —She heard me pa- 


ticntly 
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tiently for ſome time, but when 1 
gave as my opinion that we ought to 
put an end. to ſuch proceedings, anger, 
fury, and deſpair, thoſe ready atten- 
dants on the jealous mind, ruſh'd in 


to her aſſiſtance She rav'd, wept, 


and upbraided by turns, till her 


ſpirits were quite exhauſted, a faint- 
neſs ſucceeded, and ſhe ſunk back in 
her chair—T waited her recovery with 
great anxiety, yet hop*d, as the firit 
torrent of her paſſion was over, ſhe 
might be prevailed on to liſten with 
more calmneſs, as I did not doubt 
but J ſhould be able to paint our pre- 
ſent manner of living in ſuch hideous 


colours that ſhould make her deteſt 


the very thoughts of a continuation. 
She 


LOAKD-DAAVSLEZ mM 

She ſat with ſeeming compoſure 
and permitted me to proceed without 
any interruption till. E mentioned the 
ſettlement; upon which: her: whole 
frame ſhook and a flood of tears fell 
from her eyes —at length aſſuming a 
ſupercilious- air, ſhe ſaid ſhe could ſee 
through all my art—it was only a 
ſpecious deſign to caft her off that I 
might the more eaſy be the deſtruction 


of ſome other credulous fool but 


I might reit ſatisfied that if it was in 
her power to prevent I never ſhould: 


accompliſh my ends—ſhe would fol- 
low me as a ſhadow—expoſe my vil- 
lainy to the world, ,and by that means 
protect the innocence it was my in- 


tention to deſtroy. | 
Moſt 
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Moſt part of the day was ſpent in 
fruitleſs altercation, and the more con- 
deſcenſion was ſhewn on my ſide the 
more inflexible was ſhe to all perſua- 
ſion- no longer able to bear patiently 
her unmerited upbraidings, I told her 
that her own levity was more blame- 
able for having left her mother's 
houſe than any arguments I had uſed 
to perſuade her—that it was as much 
for her own pleaſure as mine—and J 
knew no reaſon why I ſhould be obli- 


gated to continue a connection that 


both honour and juſtice demanded I 


d relingmſh—I had offered that 
'ould make her independent 
Id, and if ſhe was ſo far 

wn credit and intereſt 
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as to remain obſtinate in the refuſal 
I ſhould leave her to purſue that line 
of conduct which was moſt agrecable 


to her refractory temper. 


The determined manner in which ! 
delivered this ſeemed to have ſome 
effect and ſhe remained ſilentas there 
appeared no likelihood of our coming 
to any better terms, after acquainting 
her I would call again in the courſe 
of a week to know her final determi- 
nation, I quitted the houſe with ſen- 
{ations totally different to what I ever | 
before experienced the hours of fe- 
licity I had enjoyed with her came 
ruſhing to my mind Lrecollected how 
oft ſne had been aſſiduous to give me 


pleaſure 
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pleaſure — her tenderneſs her affec-- 
tion, which was too viſible in the agi- 
tion occaſioned by my forſaking her. 
o, Tom! who could behold ſuch a 
lovely girl o' erwhelm'd with grief 
and not wiſh to aſſiſt in relieving. 
her !—to be the ſpectator of diſtreſs,.. 
and conſcious of being the ſole occa- 
fion of it, is ſurely the greateſt tor- 
ture a human breaſt ean fęel for my 
but a truce with ſuch non- 


Part: 

ſenſe} and a truce with writing, here 
being a ſufficient quantity, of ſecrets - 
to conv ince you I am as much as ever 


your ſincere friend, 
GEORGE. DERVILLE. 


LE T- 
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UCETTEE MV 


CHARLOTTE MARNSDOWN, 
T o 


EADY. ARABELELA SPENCER. 


H OW. enviable are you, my dear 
Bella, in ſtill retaining that enchant- 
ing flow of ſpirits which was ever.the 
the delight of your friends—I ſhould 
have thought the fatigue of a journey, 
together with the expectation of being 
forc'd into bondage for life, would 
certainly have. had ſufficient weight 
to depreſs them, but it. is with the 
greateſt fatisfaction:I. find. it: the con- 
= J. trary 
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trary—though perhaps I was miſtaken 
in ſuppoſing a compliance with Sir 
William's propoſition. would be a. 
kind of puniſhment, for to follow 
the old adage of, no news being good 
news, muſt naturally conclude, as you 
ſtarted no objection, you are of the 
old gentleman's way of thinking and 
pleaſed: with his, choice — which is 
more than I am, as F ſhall always hate 
the fellow for depriving me of the 
happineſs I enjoyed in your charm- 
ing ſociety—I was terribly apprehen- 
flve, at firſt, for fear he had ſelected 


out ſome inſignificant wretch, and 


might have inſiſted on ſacrificing the 
peace of my ſweet friend to ſatisfy: 
one of his capricious whims, 


1. 


__ LokDDERVIULUE. 1 

Tt is impoſſible to tell what wilt 
be the conſequence when the poor 
creatures you have left in captivity 
are made acquainted with the cauſe- 
of your going to town—they. are con- 
tinually buzzing about me, and ſay 
they exiſt only in the pleaſing hopes 
of your ſpeedy return — I have not 
yet dropt the leaſt hint for them to- 
ſuppoſe the contrary—indeed I am 
afraid leaſt it ſhould drive them to de- 
fpair, and induce them to commit an 
act of deſperation. 


I muſt tell you, Bella, you are a. 
very unfriendly teazing girl, or en- 
deavoured to be fo and that is every 
bit as bad, in denying me a deſcrip- 

L 2. tion 
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tion of this Lord of your's—I ex- 
pected to have had his perſon ſo- 
exactly delineated that I ſhould not 
have needed an interview to enable 
me to give my opinion of him, in- 
ſtead of which. you poſitively refuſe 
all kind of information that might. 
lead me to gueſs at him ſhould oY 
come in my way—but to prove that 
I. do not reſent ſuch ill treatment and 
that I am of a far better: diſpoſition, 
than you (mind that) I'll fend you - 
the portrait of a gentleman who is 
an acquaintance of mine, and beg you 


will indulge me with your. opinion 


of it as ſoon as you can find leiſure 
to think a. little ſeriouſly on {o trifling 
A ſubje&. 55 


Firſt 
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Firſt then, obſerve I draw from 
nature, he is ſomewhat above the 
middle ſtature, tolerably well pro- 
portioned, and by poſſeſſing an in- 
finite degree of eaſe in his carriage 
his perſon is rendered ſuperior to mol}; 
in his manner he is unaffectedly po- 
lite, poſſeſſing a vivacity that leads 
him to liberties, yet ſeldom offends;; 
beanty you know, Bella, is of little 
or no ſignification in a man, but if 
an exact ſymmetry of features with a 
fine arch'd brow and remarkable 
bright eyes are any recommendation 
he need not be ata loſs. ", 4p 


J think, unleſs T am a ſhocking 
artiſt indeed, you will perceive ſome 
L 3 kind 
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kind of ſimilarity between my pic- 
ture and your ſovereign that is to be; 


if not my memory has not done juſ- 
tice to my genius my own praiſe I 
muſt and will have. 


However to ſave you the trouble 


of puzzling and perplexing yourſelf 
to know how T ſhould be ſo well ac- 
quainted with a perſon deſign'd for 


ſuch an honour, this very Lord Der- 


ville was an admirer of .my poor loſt 
fiſter—and I can aſſure you our ſuſ- 
picions would have fell on him only 
we were pretty certain ſhe had not 
ſeen him for near two months before 
her elopement, though till that time 


they were continually together, 


As 
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As J had frequently been a ſpecta- 
tor of his lordſhip's vagaries you 
may conclude I was no way ſurpriſed 
at his aſſurance in addreſſing you not- 
withſtanding what had paſſed with 
Lady Betty poor young Lady? what 
a mortifying ſituation for her—as for 
his part I don't fuppoſe it would have 
made the leaſt difference had there 
been twenty more in the room—tho? 
from his appearing ſo abaſhed it would 
almoſt induce me to believe he is not 
quite ſo bad as repreſented, for I have 
heard him held forth as one of the 
greateſt libertines in the kingdom. 


If, and I cannot help thinking ſo, 
he is the very man that is ordain'd to 
L 4 | enſnare 
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enſnare the heart of my poor Bella, 
I hope her attractions will prove ſuf- 
ficiently forcible to keep him from 
rambling, and that he may endeavour, 
by his conſtancy to her, to make 
ſome compenſation to the ſex for the 
many he has already deceived, is the 
firſt and moſt fervant prayer that is 
-put-up by 


your truly affectionate, 


C. MARNSDOWN. 
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I 


s IR THOMAS CHARL TON, 
70 


Lo RDUDERVIL Lx. 


IN my opinion, Derville, thou art 
certainly under the influence of the 
moon, and, at times, not in thy pro- 
per ſenſes—ſhould 1 perceive this diſ- 
order encreaſe, or that you do not 
experience a ſpeedy recovery, I ſhall 
write to his :Lordſhip to try the ef- 
fects of a ſtrait waiſtcoat for if thy 
brain was not touch'd you would 
never act in the preſent manner 


If 
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If, however, you wiſh to have me 
Think the contrary, let me know what 
you expect will be the end of your 
extravagant proceedings; and pro- 
vided J find you have been led on 
from good motives, I ſhall be happy 
in making conceſſions for my haſty 


judgement. 


I cannot believe, notwithſtanding 
your aſſertions, that you have any 
Teal thoughts of marrying Lady Ara- 
:bella—I have ever found you of tos 
-open and candid a diſpoſition to ſup- 
poſe you capable of writing with fo 
much ſeeming indifference concern- 
ang a Lady for whom there exiſted 
the leaſt eſteem, and ſurely, unleſs 

chou 
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thou art very far gone indeed, you 

never will hazard the loſs of your 
eternal happineſs by being united to 
one Lady while you give the pre- 

ference to another perhaps you have 
thought it beneath a man of taſte to 
reflect on the future conſequences, 
or intend merely to play the fool with 
her as you have done with numbers 
before; if ſo, may you experience 
all the ſtings of diſappointment, as 
the only means of bringing you to a 
true ſenſe of your folly. 


You are no ſtranger to the im- 
petuoſity of his Grace of G's. dif- 
Poſition, nor to what a height he will 
Carry his reſentment for mere trifles, 

having 
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thaving frequently been the object of 
both what then ought you to expect 
when he finds himſelf diſappointed 
after being taught to believe that 
you were highly pleaſed with his 
choice, and inſtead of having atten- 
tion paid to his commands you had 
only been diverting yourſelf at his 
expenceIf my conjectures are not 
without foundation, let me entreat 
you to give him room, by your be- 
haviour, to doubt the fincerity of 
thy intentions, which will moſt likely 
give you an opportunity to break off 
the match without appearing to be 
the ſole occaſion though I confeſs 
you are. the laſt perſon I ought to ad- 
wiſe in caſes of this kind, being ſo 
| infinitely 
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1cfnitely my ſuperior when you allow 
yourſelf to be governed by your 
judgement- but to decline an oppor- 
tunity of toying with a pretty girl is. 
too great a puniſhment for George 
Derville to inflict on himſelf. 


F hope your: preſent diſagreeable 
ſituation with Miſs Marnsdown will 
prevent your taking any unwarrant- 
able liberties with Lady Arabella, as 
ſuch an. affair with. that family would 
not be ſo eaſily termitated as it may: 
with the preſent. 


Since matters are gone fo. far with 
poor Henrietta, who I pity. from my 
ſoul, I hope ſhe will accept of your 

propoſal, 


\ 
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propoſal, for as ſhe cannot now. re- 
turn with any degree of credit to her 
friends, ſuch a retirement is the only 
place ſhe can expect to meet with hap- 
pineſs. Although I partly foretold 
the uneaſineſs that ſuch a connection 
was likely to produce, yet J rather 
ſuppoſed it would ariſe from your in- 
conſtancy. than any juſt cauſe of com- 
plaint againſt her. 


A few days ago, being out for a 
ride, I called at Mrs. Marnsdown's, 
and found the old Lady in high ſpirits, 
her daughter's imprudence did not 
appear to concern her in the leaſt, 
though ſhe ſeveral times hinted that. 


—ꝙꝶ—ͤ— — mn. — 


ſhe was not unacquainted with the 


perſon 
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perſon who had enticed her to com- 
mit ſuch.a-crime, but that ſhe ſhould, 
leave him to the tortures of a guilty 
conſcience, and his puniſhment to the- 
wiſe diſpoſer of all things—in the 
courſe of our converſation: ſhe told 
me her diſtreſs at firſt was almoſt in- 


ſupportable, but that Mr. W- 


came and pour'd the balm of com- 
fort on her afflicted ſpirit—he had 
likewiſe ſo pathetically repreſented 
what a ſin it was to grieve even for 
a child when they deviated from the 
path of the faithful, that ſhe ſhould- 
for the remainder of her days look. 


on it as a mark of divine favour that 


ſhe was found an object worthy ſo- 
afflicting a trial. 


Since 
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Since this venerable. ſhepherd has. 
acquir'd.:the. art of convincing his 
followers that the misfortunes in life 
are, in reality, bleſſings, I am ſome- 
what of an opinion that he will have. 
an addition to his flock in 


your ſincere friend, 


THOMAS CHARLTON. 


7 & of 


— 
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LETTER XVI 


LORD DERVILL E, 
T0 


SIR THOMAS CHARL TON. 


WELL, to fay with my old 
friend Shakeſpeare, © thus men grow 
wiſer and wiſer every day,” for who 


could have. ſuſpected that Sir Thomas 


Charlton. would. ever. entertain. the 
idea of turning fanatic—though, by 
the bye, yours 1s a kind of. puritani- 
cal face yet I have a ſhrewd ſuſpi- 
cion there muſt be ſomething more 
perſuaſive to bring about this conver- 
VOL. I. M _ ow 
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fion than either the wiſdom of the 
venerable ſhepherd, or Mrs.. Marns- 
down's, balm of comfort — but you 
are as cloſe fiſted as a Jew—in love 
matters I mean—to be ſure this ſame 
Cupid has atchieved wonders in his 
time made conquerors flaves—cow- 
ards valiant—wiſe men fools—and 
may make you a ſaint but curſe me 
if Teither like the ſcheme or think you 
will gain any advantage by it, there- 
fore I'll not trouble myſelf about the 
ſucceſs but leave you to the guidance 
of your own. bright parts. 


If I was not one of the moſt con- 
deſcending, beſt temper'd creatures 
in the whole world, I ſhould have 

found 
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found myſelf ſo much offended by 
your laſt epiſtle never to have held 
correſpondence with you again—but 
being of ſuch an humble, diffident 
diſpoſition I went immediately into a 
kind of ſelf-examination—cathechiſed 
myſelf with the utmoit rigour, to be 
ſatisfied whether I was really mad or 
no, and on finding my anſwers juſtly 
corroborate from one end. of the 
chapter te. the other, I dare venture 
to return for anſwer. that I hold my- 


ſelf ready and willing“ willing!“ 


yes, willing; what do you make of 


that? to obey his Grace in being 


united to Lady Arabella Spencer as- 


foon as our fathers, lawyers, milliners, 
taylors, &c. &c. &c. can complete 


M 2 me 
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the neceſſary preparations. Nov are 
you ſatisfied ?—if not, order thy horſes 
to the chaiſe and drive off to town, 
where you will foon ſtand a chance 
of beholding your poor friend offered 
up a ſacrifice, at the ſhrine of Hy- 
men, to all the viciſſitudes of matri- 
monial comforts. 


Notwithſtanding all your pretended 
ſanctity, Charlton, you are certainly 
a very fad fellow at the bottom, other- 
wiſe you could never have thought of 
putting me in mind to act in contra- 
diction to the authorative commands 
of a father ſuch bleſſed advice was 
needleſs, as I am ſufficiently prone 
to oppoiition ; but in the preſent cafe 
it 
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it is more than I dare attempt tho 
I freely confeſs my acquieſcence is 
neither from a particular penchant for 
the Lady, nor a voluntary obedience 
to his Grace my future exiſtence de- 
pends ſolely on his will, therefore am 
I obliged to ſubmĩtſenſible of which 


can I be diſcommended in endeavour- | 


ing to render it as agreeable as poſ- 
üble She is a very fine woman, and 
miſtreſs of many amiable qualifica- 
tions, yet I do not find myſelf fo 
particularly attached to heras I could 
with to be to the female alloted for 
my helpmate—nevertheleis we may 


be happy, and paſs through life with 


a tolerable degree of content—if not 


it will certainly be early enough to 
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pour forth our complaints when we 


find it otherwiſe. 


I am almoſt continually with her; 
have been pretty attentive with ref] pect 
to her general behaviour, and ſcru- 
tinized, with all the penetration I am 
| maſter of, into the natural tenets of 
her diſpoſition—and although, from 
my obſervations, I have little doubt 
that were I to lay ſtrong ſiege the fort 
would ſurrender at diſcretion, yet it 
is my firm opinion that I ſhould ac- 
quire the conqueſt more from her 
admiration of coquettry than from 


any innate principle of laſciviouſneſs; 

did I think the contrary, or had 1 
any ſubſtantial reaſon for apprehend- 

| ing 
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ing a life of uneaſineſs would be the 
conſequence of our connection, not- 
withſtanding all my boaſted obedience 
I ſhould make bold to object to their 
propoſals even at the hazard of my 


expectations. 


Yet, betwixt you and I, Tom, it 
would be impoſſible to part with the 
wench now without ſame little con- 
ſolation— will leave it to you, who 


art ſo very conſciencious, whether, 


ſenſibly convinc'd of the 
ſweets of paradiſe you could calm- 
ly reſign all thoughts of them! — 
would you not ſtrain every nerve to 
attain the poſſeſſion, and ſacrifice 
every other conſideration to accom- 
| M 4 pliſh 
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| pliſh that one point? Granted,” — 
Well then you may reſt aſſured that 
I, your friend, George Derville, 
having taſted the ambroſial ſweetneſs 
of Arabella's lips—for ſhe kiſſes di- 
vinely- will never ſuffer her beauties, 
though at the hazard of his life, to 
be rifled by any other—lawfully, if 
it muſt be ſo, but at any rate ſhe 
ſhall be mine—Indeed there is no 
great reaſon to apprehend any danger 
at preſent, for matters go on ſwim- 
mingly and without my tance, as 
the only part I take in the affair is 


to play with the Lady, and I don't 
recollect having ever met a pretty 


girl but with whom J ſhould have 
been highly delighted at being ap- 
poin ted 
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pointed to ſuch a bewitching employ- 
ment. e 


The old gentlemen are in high ſpi- 
rits at the ready obedience of their 
children, for her Ladyſhip is not a 
whit leſs dutiful than your humble 


ſervant. 


I find I had but little favour to 
have expected from his Grace had I 
prov'd ogherwiſe, as he very candidly 
told me ſterday,” that he was very 
glad 1 liked the girl, having ſet his 
mind on the match, and that he 


ſhould certainly have difcarded me 
if I had made the leaſt objection 
to which I replied : 
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« I always entertain'd too high an 
* opinion of your Grace's judgement 
* to think what you ſaid was proper 
* to be done needed the leaſt inveſ- 


„ tigation,” 


<« You are an hypocrical ſcoundrel 
0 and I half ſuſpect now you mean 
to make a fool of me.” 


* My Lord, I am ſorry * 


c Aye, you dog, how ne ny times 
* in your life have I heard you ſay 
* ſo, and yet within five minutes have 
* known you purpoſely do ſomething 
you was certain would give me of- 
fence But now, Sir, take notice 
& of 


. 
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* of what I ſay every body muſt be 
<« ſenſible that I have been a much 


% more indulgent father than you ever 
geterv'd;” 


c There's not a doubt of that, my 
« Loed.” 


« Don't be aggravating, George, 
© but hear what I ſay to you—being 
« quite griev'd at your manner of 
* proceeding ——* 


Jour Lordſhip's too good.” 


„ Why, there now !—1s there any 

4 poſſibility of ſpeaking to ſuch an 
<< ;mpextinent puppy t—But, hark'e, 
„Nr. 
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« Mr. Jack-an-apes, the matter ſtands 
« thus, if you make any prevarication 
« about marrying this Lady, or at- 
« tempt to play any of your dog's 
tricks, I'll marry her myſelf, get 
* another ſon, and diſinherit you, you 


« {coundre], for your impudence.“ 


Thus ended our dialogue, for he 
march'd off leaving me to meditate 
on his threats What a formidable 
rival, Tom! -] could almoſt wiſh 
him to have her, only it would be a 
ſhame ſuch a delicate morſel ſhould 
be condemn'd to the mumbling of 
threeſcore, which ſhall not be if there's 
any fpirit left in 


GEORGE DERVILLE. 


LE T- 
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LETTER xv 


"LADY ARABELLA SPENCER, 
S 0 


CHARLOTTE MARNS DOWN. 


N | 
REALLY, my dear Charlotte; 
you are an excellent limner, and have 

drawn Lord Derville to life, but are 
quite miſtaken in your ſuppoſition 
that I am ſo well pleaſed at his 
being deſtined for my lord and maſ- 
ter ſincerely wiſh it was not ſo, but 
that I might be permitted to return 
into the country and again enjoy that 
true felicity I was depriv'd of when 


dragg'd 
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dragg'd from you yet it is not in 
my power to prevent this union's 
taking place, for as I cannot urge any 
real objection to either his perſon or- 


manner, what reaſon can I give Sir 


William for my. refuſal—indeed, I 
confeſs, his vivacity frequently ren- 
ders him rather a deſireable compa- 
nion, and we ſpend many agrecable 
hours together but {till do not ex- 
perience the leaſt vacuity at his ab- 
ſcence, nor elation at his approach 
when he comes I am pleas'd with his 


company, and if he ſtays away Fam. 
equaily ſatisfied—rhe only anxiety I 


feel is when I ſeriouſly. reflect that 
Tam to be united to him for life, and 


the dread leaſt my preſent indifference 
ſhould 
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ſhould then encreaſe—but as neither 
of us are deſtitute of a tolerable 
ſhare of ſpirits, it will be hard if we 
cannot make ourſelves agreeable to 
each other—as I am not acquainted 
with any perſon to whom I would 
give the preference, P think myſelf 
bound to pay implicit obedience to 
Sir William's requeſt—upon which 
conſideration, Charlotte, I gave my 
conſent, and the ceremony is to be 
perform'd the latter end of next week, 
therefore beg you will come to town 
immediately that I may enjoy as much 
of your company as poſſible. 


Being peſtered yeſterday with Der- 
ville's nonſenſe and wanting ſomething 


tO 
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to put a ſtop to it, I recollected your 
hint of his having addreſs'd Henrietta, 
and turned to him in the middle 
of one of fine ſpeeches, with Pray, 
my Lord, when did you ſee Miſs 
Henrietta Marnsdown?“ 


« -I ſee Miſs Marnsdown !” 


* you I. preſume you know 
% ſuch a Lady.” 


O. dear, yes, madam— yes, yes, 
* recollect ſeeing her once.“ 


« Do you, indeed — well, that is 
« ſurpriſing !—now. if I-was to judge 
from that countenance of your's 1 

ſhould. 
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«-ſhonld conclude you had ſpake to, 
c s well as ſeen; her once — but 


«you don't remember that.“ 


< I neither know.or remember any 
« thing but that you are a bewitch- 
ing creature” and the fellow took 
me in his arms and play*d ten thou- 
fand times more fooleries than before, 


lo that I got much by attempting ts 
be WILLY, 


He will be finely ſurpriſed when 
he ſees you, for come you muſt, and 
if that is not immediately I'll! e'en 
let him know what a fine character 
you give him, for which he will, 
moſt undoubtedly, be proud in having 
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an opportunity to make his proper 
acknowledgments. 


To- morrow I am to be introduced 
to his ſiſter, Lady Ann, who has been 
ſent for from the country on purpoſe 
to be preſent on this occaſtion—I wiſn 
they would not make ſuch a buſtle, 
for ſince I have conſented I could like 
it to be as quiet as pofſible—pray, 
however, my dear Charlotte, give my ö 
reſpectful compliments to your mama, 
and tell her I ſhall be proud of the 
honour of her preſence; and now, in 
hopes of ſeeing you in a day or two, 
concludes, 

your affectionate, 
ABELLA SPENCER, 
- 


LORD DERVILLE. 279 


8 
: 
. 
: % 
T 


bETTER XVIII. 


SON D. DE NVII LE, 14 
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SIR THOMAS CHARL TON, | 
M ATTERS being at length con- l 
cluded on, and the day fixed for my 1 
becoming the married man, I find my- ö 
ſelf bound, by the ties of friendſhip, i 
to. give you the earlieſt intelligence 1 


poſſible, to enable you to provide 
againſt every occurrence which might 
arile to prevent your being preſent at 


the ceremony and to avoid all dan- 


S e e IR ST es 


N from delay, let me adviſe you to 
= EX: ſer 


—— 
* * — 


l 
5 reer 
— 


* "I 2 * 2 2 N = N 
2 nnn — 8 * 
r EY Is ence 2 re rae ae... > 

o 


— 
. 
Vt es — 1 
e — EE — 


„% : ĩ;w T 0˙05 


180 MEMOIRS OT 
ſet out towards London in a few hours 
after receiving this, as a day or two 


can be no object to you, whereas your 


preſence may be of eſſential ſervice 
ro me—of which you may judge from - 
what follows. 


Thoughtleſſneſs, with my friends, 
has ever been my chief chara&eriſtic; 
but there are times, Charlton, when 
the moſt idle diſpoſition perceives it 
highly neceſſary to reflect a little on 
its OWN tranſactions, and to prevent, 
if poſſible, the many ill conſequences 
which may ariſe from its paſt follies. 
J was led into this reverie from a cir- 
cumſtance which happened by toying 
with Lady Arabella. 

We . 
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We were both in high ſpirits and 
be ing alone I gave full ſcope to the 
fertility of my invention and ran on 
at a fine rate, which can eaſily be 
imagined when I tell you I was juſt 
in the right cue—for ſome time ſhe 
ſtood the oppoſition and parry'd my 
romantic ſpeeches with amazing dex- 
terity, but finding ſhe was likely ro be 
worſted, ſhe made an amazing tranſi- 
tion in her manner, and with an arch 
ſignificant look, afk*d me when I ſaw 


Miſs Marnsdown—Conſcience ſtruck 


me dumb—don't miſtaxe me, Tom, 


not from religious motives, for I am 
ſtill too great a libertine to repent of 
the pleaſures I have enjoyed with her, 
but from my. conſcious: remiſſneſs in 


not 
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not having been to know her deter- 
mination with reſpect to the ſettle- 


ment; or, at leaſt, to have empowered 


an attorney to draw up the writings 


ſo that they might have been delivered 
at any time Although I could not, 
in any ſhape, ſatisfy myſelf what was 
Arabella's motive for ſuch an inter- 
rogation, I was reſolv'd to brazen it 
out by not taking any notice, but 
aſſuming a few liberties put her lady- 
ſhip. in the pouts, and by that means 


the ſubject was loſt. 


However, on reflection, I thought 


it was a folly to imagine ſuch a queſ- 


tion, eſpecially when J recollected her 


manner of aſking it, was void of 


meaning, 
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meaning, therefore determined to find 
out whether ſhe was acquainted or 
not with our amour; and according. 
ly took an occaſion, the next time 
I ſaw her, to introduce the Marns- 
dow:'s, whom I afferted I had not 
heard or ſcen any thing of for a long 
while this bait took, for the good- 
- natured wench told me ſhe had been 
inform'd I was very intimate in the 
family — but having perſuaded her 
into a ſtronger belief of my veracity 
than her informant's, ſhe acquainted 
me with Henrietta's-elopement, and 
that all their endeavours to diſcover 
her retreat had been fruitleſs—cen- 


vinc'd by this there is no ſuſpicion 


lies at my door at preſent, it certainly 
N 4 benoves 
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behoves me to endeavour to avoid 
any, which can only be effectually 
done by putting a final period to our 


intercourſe, and this I want to ac- 


compliſh as ſoon and in the beſt man- 
ner poſſible therefore I wiſh you in 
. town to aſſiſt me in ſettling it en · 
tirely to her advantage and ſatis- 
faction before I plight my hand to 


another I am certain, that from in- 
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nate principles of humanity you will 
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readily grant me thy aid, and doubt 


not your immediate acquieſcence — 


— — * 2 
2 
— : 
— —— 2 — 
1 


ſhould it be made public now it 
might put an end to my preſent con- 
nection, the girls being ſo well ac- 
quainted, and although I ſhould not 
be very milcrable at the diſappoint- 


ment, 
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ment, ſtill I have every reaſon to ap- 
prehend it would terminate in ſome 
diſagreeable conſequences, which by 
your knowledge of the Duke of G's. 
| fiery temper it becomes needleſs for 


me to repeat. 


It would be ridicutous enough after 
the day being fixed, preparations 
made, and the gueſts invited, to have 
it vaniſh into the air, merely from 
being detected in a little piece of gal- 
lanty — what a bleſſed confuſion it 
would make his Grace ſtorming and 
ſwearing — the Lady chagrined and 
{welling with rage and indignation at 


the baſe ingrate for inſulting her with 


his addreſſes after having deen guilty 


of 
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of a crime for which, dar'd ſhe ſpeak 


the ſentiments-of her heart, ſhe loves 
him ten times more than ever—the 


company very angry at being depriv'd 


of a day's jocoſityand the offender, 
not ready to hang himſelf believe me, 


but contriving the quickeſt means to 


get out of ſuch an unpleaſing predi- 


cament, either by ſtanding and bra- 


zening it out, or by taking flight and 


leaving them to draw what conclu- 


ſions they think proper. 


Now, Sir Thomas, as you poſſeſs 
a more than ordinary ſhare of wiſdom, 


morality, and: ſenſibility, you cannot 


attempt to deny its being a duty in- 
cumbent on every well diſpos'd Chriſ- 


tian 
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tian to promote peace and good. fel- 
lowſhip with all mankind, and to 
exert their utmoſt endeavours to pre- 
vent any ill-blood ariſing betwixt 
father and ſon from which poſitions 
I ind you are obligated to lend me 
thy aſſiſtance, as Lam confident y- ur 
interference will prove an excellent 


preventative. 


Your ideas of the neceſſary attach- 
ments that ought to be imbib'd before 
you embark upon the matrimonial 
cruize are too romantic to permit your 
having any flattering hopes of the ſuc- 
ceſs of my voyage, but will rather 
expect my happineſs to be wreck*d on 


the rocks of diſcontent and inſidelity; 


yet 
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yet I am perſuaded I have as fair: a 
proſpect tor the attainment af hap- 


pineſs as thoſe who ſacrifice every 


, conſideration. to the tender paſſion, 


- for though love may be an excellent 


ingredient, it is no more than an in- 


gredient, but requires many of equal 
facility to. conſtitute a liſe of true 
content and ſolid felicity I remember 


having read ſome poet who, upon this 


ſupject, ſays: 


Let rea/on teach what paſſion fain wor'd hide, 

That Hymen's bands by prudence ſhou'd be ty'd; 

Venus in vain the wedded pair wou'd crown, | 
If angry Fam on their union frown; 

Soon will the flatè ring dream of bliſs be o'er, 

And cloy's imagination cheat no more; 


Ihen, waking to the ſenſe of laſting pain, 


Wich mutual tears the nuptial couch they ſtain, 


And 
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And that fond love which ſhou'd afford relief, 
Does but increaſe the anguiſn of their grief; 
While both cou'd eaſier their own ſorrows bear, | 


Than the ſad knowledge of each other's care. 


Now allowing this ſon of Parnaſſus 
to have had a tolerable conception of 
things, with what juſtice can you con- 
demn me for entering into the bands 
of Hymen becauſe the wanton god 
has not been miſchievous enough to 
take my heart for a trial of his ſKill, 
and by infecting me with the poiſon 
conveyed in his arrows have rendered 
me ſtark ſtaring mad—made me ſwear 
ſhe was angel, though I ſhould have 
been moſt confoundediy diſappointed 
if I had not found her a woman— 
proteſted her brigiineſs exceeded the 


4 


heavenly .. 
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heavenly luminaries, tho' man, wo- 


man and child muſt be ſenſible ſhe 
was mere fleſh and blood—ſuch high- 
flown notions might have done well 
enough-'in the days of yore, when 
they dwelt by purling ſtreams in ſhady 
groves and roſeate bowers, but they 


3 | #8 
are not at all calculated for the pre- 


ſent time then unobſerved, with your 


gentle ny mph alone, in ſweeteſt dal- 


liance you might ſpend the live- long 
day, and joyfully at night, without 


all pomp, retire to reſt—but now, as 


all things are turn'd the wrong ſide 
out, and wealive in a kind of regular 
confuſion, love among the reſt muſt 
ſubmit to the ſpirit of the times and 


yield to intereſt-; upon theſe grounds 
does 
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does your friend ſuffer himſelf to be 


yok*& to a help-mate, not without 


ſome hopes of enjoying as many ma- 


trimonial camforts--as thoſe who. are 


more violently enamoured.. 


Every thingshas been carried on 
with the greateſt diſpatch—no thanks 


to me I own—yet I have not been 


quite idle. having taken a houſe in 


Portland Place, large enough in con- 


ſclence — it will anſwer one conve- 


nience, that ſhould there happen any 
domeſtic ſquabbles we need not fly to 


our neighbours tobe out of each 


other's hearing, as there is plenty of 


room to keep our weakneſs at home, 


without being the heralds of our own 


folly 
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folly and making ourſelves ridicu- 
lous in the.eyes of the world. —This, 
when we went. to ſce it, I told her 
AP who, though ſhe did not 
ſee to admire the idea, replied {he 


ud be happy to find me always 
"Maſter of ſuch foreſight—and that ſhe 
may, ſo it prevents any uncaſi neſs, is 


the ſincere wilh of 


your ſincere friend 
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